The Shaving Kit
If I go on a business trip for three days I pack like I’m going for two weeks. I know people who go for three weeks that can pack like they are going for three days. How do they do that? In my shaving kit I have everything you would need for the basics PLUS everything you might need for minor surgery. If things could go wrong then I’ll put it in my bag. Most of you know me by now that things usually don’t go as planned so I GO PREPARED!!!!


In my shaving kit I have the normal stuff of shaving cream, toothpaste, toothbrush, scope (I never use that), sewing kit, clippers, tweezers and a host of antibiotics and cream for things that go wrong during Ironman training. A cream for this rash, an antibiotic for this infection and that, medicine for everything from the common cold to malaria. I think I need a suitcase for my Shaving Kit!!

Last week I was going to be late for an appointment unless I really hurried. I showered, shaved, brushed my teeth and started to get dressed. All of a sudden my gums started to burn. I thought this hasn’t happened before. Being the detective I opened, OK dumped out everything in my bag and one by one went through my STUFF. Did I mention the sharp tweezers I had in my bag? I finally got to this antibiotic cream. I pushed it to make sure the top was on. Oh it was on but the tweezers had punctured a hole in it. Did I mention the cream was lying next to the toothbrush? Now I have this horrible thought of my gums peeling away from my teeth. I had a meeting I had to go to in ten minutes and here I was with antibiotic cream on my teeth and gums!!

It all worked out after a couple hours but NOW I make sure what I carry in my bag. Less is better and keep the sharp instruments in another pouch. Ok that case solved. 

But this got me to thinking about what we keep to close to us that we shouldn’t. This cream is a lot like the yeast in the dough but instead of good yeast this is bad and will permeate the whole body.

Do you have things in your life that are potentially damaging to you, your family and to your witness for Jesus or do you have everything in check? In the papers this week was a very prominent pastor in a high political position. This week he resigned his position over sexual misconduct. He talked about “the dark side” of which he has struggled with most of his adult life. No matter where we are on our journey

EACH DAY WE ARE AT A CROSSROADS.

We can choose to do good and live in the spirit or choose to satisfy the sinful desires of our heart and quench the spirit. As in my shaving kit if I had put those tweezers in another place there would not have been anyway to puncture that tube. In your life do you have things close to you that could potentially be damaging? I believe it all comes down to love and the desires of the heart. When our love is performance based we will always be searching for love in all the wrong places. The perfect love ONLY comes form Jesus.

Ephesians 3:17-19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power together with all the saints to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ and to know this love that surpasses knowledge that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

Most of our love is based on “What can you do for me”, “How nice have you been”, You don’t deserve love based upon how you have treated me” and on and on and on. But Christ’s love 

“SURPASSES KNOWLEDGE.

This means that we cannot comprehend the love of Jesus. His love is so awesome that it would take our breath away forever and ever when we submit to him. We need to submit, trust, confess our sin and then accept the love of Jesus as a free gift. All the evils of this world come down to one basic thing. We are looking to fill a love void in our heart with worldly things that can only be filled by God. Drugs, pornography, sexual immorality, power and greed are all a decoy for real love. Wouldn’t you want REAL LOVE? You can have it but it comes at a price. First of all Jesus paid the ultimate price on the cross to show us his love. The next step is the shaving kit analogy. If you think you can play with the evils of power, sexual immorality, drugs and power then Jesus will allow you to have that void. Jesus is a loving God but Jesus is also a JUST God and must punish sin. 

TODAY TAKE EVERYTHING OUT OF YOUR LIFE (KIT) THAT CAN CAUSE YOU TO STUMBLE. YOU ALREADY KNOW WHAT THAT IS.

Are you tired of living a miserable life filled with despair instead of love and hope? Make today the day you get serious about Jesus and the sin that entangles all of us. Pray for each other and then pray to the Lord that He would protect, sustain and help keep our hearts and minds pure. Lord, help us to see a glimpse of your love and in so doing we will not search anywhere else.

Amen.

Have a great and joyful day.

Take care

Brad 

