The Passion

Mel Gibson has a new movie coming out called “The Passion”. To say that this film is a lightning rod for controversy is an understatement. Since the movie is coming out shortly, there has been a lot of debate on various talk shows. Last evening Mel Gibson was interviewed by Diane Sawyer and he did a good job standing up under her questions. Since the time Jesus started his ministry until Jesus comes back there will always be controversy when the name of Jesus comes up. Why? Because Jesus to some people means peace and salvation, to others it means giving up control and unbelief.
 
Matthew 10:34-40 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household. Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it and whoever loses his life for me will find it.”
 
We are actually seeing right now the same type of discussions that took place when Jesus was here on earth. Jesus came to be our Savior, not to bring peace. The passage above does not mean we should not love our mother or daughter. But, if we love them more than the one who created you and I then that is an issue. Dissension will be in any family where some believe in Jesus and some do not. The way to heaven is narrow, not a wide road. Either you believe who Jesus is or you don’t. Religious beliefs can become a very heated debate because we are talking about the way to eternal life. 
 
What is your passion? Is it acquiring things or getting to know Jesus more and more everyday? “The Passion” is a movie that is very graphic in the way it shows the crucifixion. Jesus was beaten, spit upon, mocked, nailed to a cross, pierced from his side and died a horrible death so that he could save those who believe in him. There was no other way. God had planned this out before the earth was formed. It was the destiny of Jesus to pay the sins for mankind. I think many people will weep at the punishment Jesus took for us. We were the ones who deserved to be on the cross, not Jesus. But the perfect sacrifice was one without sin. Jesus did not sin in his life and since we are all sinners it couldn’t have been us.
 
Sometimes shock therapy works and sometimes it doesn’t. The Lord can allow anyone’s heart to be hardened but hopefully this movie will be a catalyst that brings many to him. Please pray that this movie would affect many people to turn their lives over to Jesus. Pray that many Jewish people would see this and believe. Pray that this movie would show how much Christ loved us and nothing more. Most of all pray that the Holy Spirit would fill movie theaters and homes across the world. Remember, Jesus could come back tomorrow, where do you stand?
Have a great week.
Brad
