“The Narrow Road”

Matthew 7:13, 14 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

When I’m traveling I always keep a map so if a road or interstate is blocked I don’t have to be stuck for hours in traffic. I would rather be going somewhere even if it is out of the way than sitting still. My family and I were driving to see my mother and brother in Pennsylvania. On a part of the interstate we came upon a huge mess that must have been backed up for 10 miles. Out came the map. OK if we get off at this exit and take this little road this way it should get us back on the intestate up her and bypass the construction. When there is a small line on a map you never know how narrow that road is. We got on this road and for awhile we were parallel to the interstate then off we went into a one lane narrow road that you couldn’t even turn around on. The road opened up and we came out on the interstate about 10 miles ahead and the road was clear.

Jesus tells us that to inherit eternal life is a narrow road. Fortunately when you get deep on the narrow road it is tough to turn around. Would you be willing to get out of your comfort zone on the interstate to try a few back roads that may get you someplace quicker? Jesus is asking us to step out by faith and take a narrow road to follow him. The risks are greater but the reward is huge.

Taking risks and standing up for Jesus mean that

1. We don’t gossip 
2. We don’t tell bad jokes. 
3. We love the homosexual and adulterer but we DON’T CONDONE IT. 
4. We don’t treat bribes and kickbacks as part of doing business. There are no gray areas in the Christian walk. 
5. We love when others hate. 
6. We have compassion when others judge. 
7. We serve when our lifestyle says we should be served. 
8. We talk to others about Jesus, no matter what the cost. 
Eternal life comes when we ask Jesus to forgive our sins, acknowledge that he died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins. We ask him to take control of our lives and change us.

If you and I do what others who are not Christians do then what good is there to being a Christian? There has to be a difference between your life and the life of a non believer. If there isn’t then you either haven’t stepped out by faith to really trust Jesus in what he says he can do or YOU MAY NOT BE SAVED. Scary thought isn’t it? When Jesus saves you, you are a new creation. Let your life take on a whole new meaning. Try looking at others instead of competition and instead look upon them as lost people who need Jesus and your compassion. What good is it to climb the corporate ladder and gain things that will only rust and decay? Let God use you to help other people spend eternity in Jesus with those who are believers?

Narrow is the road and so is our walk with the Lord. Remember the next time you are tempted,

THERE ARE NO GRAY AREAS.

Have a great week.

Brad

