“The Miners”

I don’t know why this keeps bothering me but I believe that we all carry each others burdens through the same spirit of those who are saved. I think the thing that bothered me the most was seeing the faces of joy when the miners were saved and then those same faces of horror when they realized that their fathers and sons were lost forever, NEVER to come home. For those of you who have lost a loved one, put yourself in that position. What if the doctor came out to tell you that everything was great then to come back and say I made a mistake he or she passed away a few hours ago? 

People have asked why didn’t the miners have GPS (Global Positioning System)? Technology has not caught up yet but even though there was uncertainty where they were at the beginning the Lord knew. To be trapped in the dark below the surface of the earth facing death would be a very tough experience. I heard this morning that when each miner goes to work they say goodbye to their families as if they may not make it home. They know the dangers they face in the mines. But because of those dangers each miner has an unusually strong bond with each other. They eat together and even share food. They share their thoughts, dreams, concerns and burdens. They look out for each other as if their life depended on it (Which it ultimately does). So in the darkness trapped many miles below the surface they took care of each other. I’m sure that if one had a chance to get out without the others they may not have left. 

How do we as Christians have this same commitment of love to those around us? Not to leave any behind. In the Que Creek cave in a few years ago these miners were under very similar circumstances. They did something very unique. They tied themselves together because if they died they wanted to die together and if they were found they would be found together. This is a bond that was developed because of 

NEEDING TO TRUST IN ONE ANOTHER BECASUE EACH ONE IN HIMSELF COULD NOT DO THE JOB ALONE.

These miners are a great role model for our Christian walk.  In this walk we cannot be alone nor do it alone. When we are alone the evil one has a great chance of leading us down a wrong path in the darkness. If we fall there is no one to help pick us up. These miners carried each others burdens not only in a physical way but spiritual way. I’m sure their love; yes love for each other was like David and Jonathan in the Old Testament. Bonds like this are not built overnight but are built by being in the fight together. When we share those difficulties with someone else a strong bond is made.

One of the miners was a strong believer. It is our only hope he had a chance to witness to those who may have not been believers. The question I have for you today is what mine are your trapped in? Are you trapped in the dark mine of debt, anger, jealousy, loss of love or a loved one, loss of a job, health or just over burdened and see no way out? The Lord wants us to get to this point where

WE HAVE NO WHERE ELSE TO TURM BUT TO HIM.

When we have all our needs met it is tougher to see our need for help. That is why the underground church in persecuted countries is thriving. These people have no where lese to turn but Jesus. There is also a lot to be said in this country for simplifying our lives. The more we have the more there is to distract us from time spent with Jesus. There was some point in those miners’ lives where they knew this was probably the end of their earthly lives. Each of us will have that same experience. 

THIS WILL BE A VEY FRIGHTENING EXPERIENCE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN SAVED BY JESUS.

If you are saved by the blood of Jesus you could be in the deepest mine, the highest mountain or the deepest forest and you are saved. The minute you take you last earthly breath the next breath is in front of Jesus with a wonderful light and streets of gold. What is there to be afraid of? But if you are not sure if you are saved MAKE THIS THE DAY. If you think there is not a heaven or hell or that you are good enough to get into heaven on the things YOU have done then you are badly mistaken. Those miners that were believers in Jesus Christ went from the darkness to streets of gold and unbelievable light. Those who weren’t saved will spend eternity in the same darkness as they were in the mine. Plus they will not be able to be tied to any of their friends. They will be alone FOREVER and not just those miners but those of us who have not confessed that we are sinners and have asked Jesus into our lives.

This is the day of salvation. Each day things happen way beyond our ability to endure.

2 Corinthians 1:8, 9 “We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. Indeed in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but God.”

Are you right now beyond your ability to endure? Then thank the Lord you are there because you have no where else to turn but him. Jesus wants to carry our burdens, lead us to the light and be tied to you and I. We live and we die and we live again with Jesus. Jesus has given us a way out of the tunnel of darkness in this life. Are you willing to give up self and give it over to Jesus in faith? Make this the day. Please pray for these families who are grieving so much today and the days ahead. Pray that many would come to know the Lord through this tragedy. Pray that we would treat others as those miners treated each other. Pray that we would lift up each others burdens as our own and watch out intently for each other. This life is short and there is a lot to be done for the kingdom of God. Let us this year think more of others than ourselves. Pray that when we look at others we don’t focus on the outward appearance but we focus on their soul.

Never miss an opportunity to talk about Jesus.

Take care
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