The Lottery Of Eternal Life

If you have never had an abundance of cash that can be a huge blessing. Most of the human population thinks that money equals security and contentment. Those who have had an abundance of cash will probably tell you that it can be more of a curse than a blessing. Here are some stories of some lottery winners and what riches did to them.

“Ken Proxmire was a machinist when he won $1 million in the Michigan lottery. He moved to California, went into the car business with his brothers and within five years, Ken had filed for bankruptcy

Willie Hurt of Lansing, Mich., won $3.1 million in 1989. Two years later he was broke and charged with murder. His lawyer says Hurt spent his fortune on a divorce and crack cocaine.
Charles Riddle of Belleville, Mich., won $1 million in 1975. Afterward, he got divorced, faced several lawsuits and was indicted for selling cocaine.
Missourian Janite Lee won $18 million in 1993. Lee was generous to a variety of causes, particularly politics, education and the community. But according to published reports, eight years after winning, Lee had filed for bankruptcy with only $700 left in two bank accounts and no cash on hand
One Southeastern family won $4.2 million in the early '90s. They bought a huge house and succumbed to repeated family requests for help in paying off debts. The house, cars and relatives ate the whole pot. Eleven years later, the couple is divorcing, the house is sold, and they have to split what is left of the lottery proceeds. The wife got a very small house and the husband has moved in with the kids. Even the life insurance they bought ended up getting cashed in.

"It was not the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow," says their financial advisor.”
These stories make you want to run from buying a ticket, doesn’t it?

1 Timothy 6:9 “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

This is a verse we should cut out, laminate and keep in our wallet or purse. Ask yourself, do you want to get rich? Really be honest with yourself. Don’t say you want to get rich so that you can give more money to the poor or the church or to friends and family. It never works that way. About 20 years ago I didn’t have much but I thought that I was lucky. Was I wrong! I went to Vegas a couple times to hit it big. I knew I would win the million dollar jackpot, I could feel it in my bones. I also knew I would win that Corvette that was sitting above the slot machines. I wasn’t a bad person; I deserved a little luck, right? I played black jack and I realized that when you are still counting what your cards add up to and the game is over that you aren’t a very good player. Needless to say I made it out of Vegas with just the clothes on my back. The Lord kept me from never winning because if I had won I would have thought it was easy and THEN the problems would have started,

1 Timothy says that when you want to get rich that you “fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and harmful desires.” The bible also says that the “Love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”

You have probably seen the roots of a big oak tree. The love of money is like this root. These roots go ALL OVER THE PLACE looking for water to feed the tree as it gets bigger. As your thirst for money gets greater the roots start going in places that you would have never dreamed of. I have seen money make people arrogant, stingy, prideful, have a false sense of security and that root takes them into pornography, immorality and evil desires that will change generations to come. 

ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT MONEY?

God does say that “The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil; God does not say money is evil. The only people that I know that are happy and content with money are those that give more away than they have. But the Lord will not give it all too you at once if you are close to him. If you are faithful with a little he will give you more, if you are not he will take away what you have. The people I know that are content with money, God is able to use them to pass money through them and it doesn’t get hung up in their coffers.

Money seems to be the thing that most people struggle with. People become crazy over it. It clouds their judgment and things can be said over money that will cause irreparable harm to any relationship, this is because we view money as security and when we view money this way we are setting ourselves up for a BIG FALL.

Tithing is a major blessing that the Lord allows us to partake in. The bible tells us that 10% of our income should go to giving back to the church or mission groups.  Some may say, “The church doesn’t need the money they squander it or the church is a bunch of hypocrites.” It doesn’t matter whether the church you go to is good or bad when it comes to tithing. You and I are called to tithe and then it is up to God to deal with the people who are responsible for that money. You see, 

EVERYTHING COMES FROM GOD AND I  MEAN EVERYTHING.

When we hold back our tithe we are really stealing from God. Some say you can’t afford to give, I would say that you can’t afford not to.

If you are a Christian, meaning that you have asked Jesus into you life as savior and Lord, have asked for forgiveness of your sins and have asked God for help in your life then you have won the Lottery of eternal life. You see the lottery people pick a winner, you don’t pick who wins. In the same way God also picks you, you do not pick him. Isn’t it amazing that the creator of the universe would pick you and I to spend eternity in heaven for ALL that believe in Him? That is the ultimate Lottery winnings and guess what?

THAT IS THE ONLY THING YOU CAN TAKE WITH YOU TO HEAVEN.

Don’t let money destroy your life; don’t let money destroy relationships with family, co workers and fiends. If you are a control freak when it comes to money

IT’S TIME TO LET IT GO FOREVER.

If you can’t let it go then there is a strong chance that you will wander from the faith. Is that something that you want to take a chance of? Start today by praying that the Lord would reveal to you that the only thing you really have is Jesus. He determines what comes in and what goes out. Don’t be fooled into thinking money equal riches and contentment.

Have a great week and give to others not only money but your talent and time.

Have a great day in the Lord.

Brad

