“The Human Heart”

Jeremiah 17:9,10    "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?  "I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve."
 

And I thought I was the only one with a deceitful heart! The above passage says "beyond cure." If our heart is deceitful and beyond cure what do we do? 
 

Jeremiah has been called the "weeping prophet" because he was in anguish so much of his life. The Lord told Jeremiah to go and preach repentance and to tell people that if they did not turn from their wicked ways then destruction would come upon them. Now picture this, here is a group of arrogant men who believe that they and they alone are responsible for their wealth, good fortune and their future. Here comes a prophet who says that if they don't repent and turn from their wicked ways then the Lord is going to destroy them. How would you like to go out in the middle of the square and start preaching this? People would start yelling insults and that would be the least of your worries.
 

Jeremiah 20:1,2 "When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer in the temple of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the Lord's temple."
 

Doesn't sound like fun for obeying God. In Jeremiah Chapter 17 it says that the Lord rewards a man according to his conduct and his deeds. This does not have anything to do with salvation. Ephesians 2:8,9 says that we are saved by grace and not by works. 
So what does this passage mean?
 

Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 
 

First of all we are all sinners. There is none righteous among us except Jesus. We will not be glorified until we get to heaven. In the meantime we have to put up with deceitful thoughts, actions and hardships. Who can understand the heart? Have you ever had some weird thought come into your mind that was just disgusting? Now you can understand the phrase "who can understand it."?
 

I didn't become a Christian till November 29, 1992. When I asked Jesus to forgive my sins, for him to come into my life and take control and asked him to help me everyday to turn from what I used to do and turn to Godly thoughts and deeds my whole life changed. I started to view things totally opposite. I used to tell half truths. "Tell them I'm not here." I say that now and I have a dirty feeling come over me. "O yea the deal is done!!!! Ever been there?
 

For us to live a Godly life we need to think about Godly things. The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. Everyday we need to do something that connects ourselves with Jesus. The longer we wait to do this the more time evil has to creep into our mind. Pray that the Lord would guard your heart and mind. You and I know he can do it. Lets not wallow in the darkness; Jesus paid too high a price for us to live in chains. Let’s live a spirit filled life of joy and the only way we can do that is through being in the presence of the Holy Spirit. Please pray, meditate, memorize and pray again the below passage. When we can do this we will think of the Godly things and not the sinful things of this world. We will also start to be a beacon of light to those around us who are still in the dark.
 

Philippians 4:8 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things."
 

Don't think about or watch evil things, don't look at pornography, don't let you mind wander aimlessly and think of crazy thoughts, think about what is true, noble, right, pure, lovely and admirable. When we can think about these things and these things alone our lives will change in an unbelievable way. 
 

START TODAY by praying that the Lord would help you in changing your life to be more like Him.
Have a great week.
Take Care,
Brad
 

