The First Charades

Have you ever played the game charades? The purpose of the game is to try to get across a word or phrase without saying anything verbal. You have to use hand signals.

John the Baptist’s parents probably played one of the first games of charades. Before John was born, Johns mother Elizabeth was unable to conceive a child and both Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah a priest had prayed for a miracle. Zechariah was chosen by lot to be the one to go into the sacred part of the temple and burn incense. When Zechariah got into this sacred place as stated in the book of Luke:

Luke 1:11-13 “The angel of the lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah: your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son and you are to give him the name John.”

Luke 1:18-22 “Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” The angel answered, I am Gabriel, I stand in the presence of God and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you the good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time. Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out he could not speak to them. Thy realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.”

I can just imagine Zechariah coming out to the multitudes of people and then started to wave his hands back and forth. Someone from the crowd probably said “Mouth, no no lips, lips sore” and Zechariah shaking his head no. Zechariah pointing to the heavens and someone saying “Sky, blue sky, it’s going to rain” another person saying “Silent we are all to be silent”. I don’t know how long this went on but the people finally figured out that Zechariah could not speak because of what he had seen.

HOW MANY TIMES DOES GOD GIVE US A PROMISE AND WE STILL DOUBT?

Hits a cord doesn’t it? God says “I will never leave you or forsake you” and when times get rough we forget about this and trust in our own strength. God’s promises are not like our promises. We may say to someone I will be there for you, but when the going gets tough or we have something more important to do we sometimes falter. BUT God never falters when it comes to His promises.

If you take a look at all the promises in the bible that God gives to us we should wake up every morning with a smile on our face. Why? Because for the believer

NOTHING CAN HARM US, NOT EVEN DEATH.

We will not die but we will be changed. 

1 Corinthians 15:51 “... We will not all sleep but we will be changed.”

When the Lord says not to worry does that means that we should worry about finances, our marriage, our children and our jobs? OF COURSE NOT! OK easier said than done BUT this is what Jesus says. When we worry we are doubting God’s promises and playing the biggest charade of our life. Let us not be silent and hold back the word of God. Let us never again doubt the Lords promises. Pray today that the Lord would give you the strength and wisdom to step out in faith and to never again doubt the love the Lord has for us. Remember God is God so don’t put Him on the same level as man. When we can fathom just a fraction of God’s power and grace then the charade will be over and we will speak and live with calm and powerful words.

Have a great day and believe!

Take care

Brad

