"The Decision"
Julie and I had our final appointment in regards to our 4 year old Chase this past Friday. We had so many people praying for us that your prayers gave us such a peace that we can't even describe. The Lord showed us that he gave us 2 perfect boys and no matter what the outcome of the meeting, they will still be our boys and nothing will ever change the way we feel about them. I got a brief glimpse of how God sees us. Total love, unconditionally. Does God get mad at you and me? Absolutely, but not only does God forgive when we come with a repentant heart but he forgets. Forgets, now that is one I must say I struggle with. Oh, I can forget what I had for breakfast but I still remember cutting remarks that were made to me over 40 years ago.
As the door was opened to this long conference room that held approximately 25 people there were four doctors and therapists at the other end of the table. We had met these people before when Chase was getting his evaluation but we knew this day was going to be different.
One therapist started to talk about Chase and then another and then another. Everyone but one person started off with good things to say and then they would say things that concerned them. When we got to the end which was the evaluation this is what they came up with. I should say this is what the Lord allowed them to come up with.
The test for Autism is graded on a scale of 1 - 60 with 1-30 being "Normal" and 30 to 40 being slightly autistic and 40 -60 being severely autistic. Chase’s number was 34. After hearing the number I felt hope. Julie and I knew Chase had autistic tendencies but we didn't know how severe. The doctors said that with speech therapy that Chase will hopefully lead a normal life whatever normal life is?
I used to work at a facility for the mentally challenged and they were happier than I was. They didn't care about yesterday or tomorrow, they just lived in the "Now". I came out of there feeling like I was the one handicapped.
 

"Autism" - a mental disorder originating in infancy that is characterized by self-absorption, inability to interact socially, repetitive behavior, and language dysfunction (as echolalia)

 

I was with a good friend this past Thursday and I told him the situation and the symptoms of autism. He said "Brad, from what you have told me a lot of those things sound like you and me." Here was a person who had compassion and who lifted up my spirits. My track coach in Prep School said "Brad you didn't have ADD you had ADDDDDDDD." So much for the ability to concentrate. When I got to flight school I made straight A's instead of C's and D's. I knew that if I didn't learn the lesson I would probably get killed that afternoon. I think that is selective learning!!
We have prayed that the Lord would lead us to a good speech therapist and that the Lord would unlock whatever it is that is holding back Chase. Chase is actually highly functional in all areas but speech. I know that the Lord WILL do more than we could ever ask. He has taught Julie and me a lot through this already and it's just the beginning. The Lord has taught me patience and humility. No matter what Chase becomes I will not be able to love him any more than I love him now. 
 

ALL OF US HAVE CHALLENGES IN LIFE.    
 

Some cope with Cancer, the loss of a loved one, loss of a job, turmoil in the workplace, and trial after trial. I have found that trials bring us closer to God. Trails refine, test and strengthen our faith. In this life there is only one who is never changing and his name is Jesus. Let today be the day that you turn all that you have and all that you do over to him. Jesus is the only way to heaven. 
The title of the devotional book that may be published is "Whoever Gets To Heaven First Wins". If Jesus said to you right now, "In 10 minutes I'm going to call you home", what would be your emotion? If it is one of joy and anticipation then great. If you want to stay here on earth to take care of your children, get that raise, buy that new house or drive that new care you just got more than going to heaven then you have a serious problem.
 

There should be nothing in this world more important than Jesus.
 

If you disagree then you may not know Jesus as your Savior and Lord. Have you made that decision because when you do your life will be changed FOREVER.
We all have handicaps whether we realize it or not. Some are outward but most are inward. Being handicapped by lack of self esteem, pride, lust, possessiveness and jealousy are all inward that eat away at your soul. Pray that the Lord would give you the strength to give EVERYTHING over to Him, the creator and sustainer of life.
Thank you for praying for us. We have a journey ahead that only the Lord knows the right path to. With God's grace and your prayers we are going to give the Lord the glory for what he has done and is about to do in the lives of our family and your lives too.
Have a great week.
Brad
