"That Day Of Battle"
I love the book of Proverbs. Proverbs was written by King David's son, Solomon who the Lord gave tremendous amounts of wisdom to. The book of Proverbs can be used as a devotional guide. There are 31 proverbs so if today is the 24th of the month read Proverbs 24. If you skip a couple days and then it's the 28th then read Proverbs 28. It is a great book that can be read over and over for a lifetime. Each time I read it the Lord reveals something new to me.
This morning it was early and I didn't know what day it was, I'm lucky to know what month it is, but anyway I read Proverbs 21. I was only 3 days off. The verse that caught my attention was:
 

Proverbs 21:31 "The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord."
 

Whether or not you know it by now, NOTHING is going to happen unless the Lord allows it to happen. If you don't believe this the Lord will work in your life with trials of many kinds. It may take a week or it may take 20 years but at some point in your life hopefully you'll understand where your success comes from. It took me 20 years to understand this. OK, I was hard headed. Now I'm content to take a back seat and watch from the sidelines.
The "horse" can be a race car, a thesis, a proposal, a doctor getting ready for surgery, raising a family but each of us has our own horse or horses.
I'll use auto racing for an example. The car and the driver can be made perfect for the race. The driver can lead all the laps and then a paper wrapper from the stands can stick on the front grill, the car overheats and the race is lost. I have been in meetings where I thought it was going to go good and it went bad, and then the opposite was true. But in the long run, EVERYTHING worked out as the Lord wanted it to work out. 
When I lost my job as an Airline Pilot due to a loss of my medical certificate, I thought not only was my career over but that also my life was over too. It took 20 years to build another business and 5 of those years living in my office but you couldn't pay me enough to be doing anything else. I love the people I work with and it gives me a chance to talk about the Lord. 
Business comes and goes and it doesn't matter to me anymore. I work as hard as I can and try to treat people with honesty and integrity but if the Lord were to take it all away, He would have something better for me.
The Lord knows each one of us 1,000 times better than we know ourselves. He knows EVERYTHING. If the Lord had let me have money when I was in my 20's I would be dead by now. If I had the responsibilities that these race car drivers had I know I would be on the front page of the National Enquirer and it wouldn't have been a good article.
The Lord calls us to be ready for the day of battle BUT since victory rests with the Lord shouldn't we consult Him first before we go out to battle? I believe that the Lord has given you and me each different talents that are not to be wasted. We need to use them to the 110% level. But no amount of craftiness or scheming on our part will make the outcome any different than the Lord desires. Since that is the case, whose team do you want to be on? Hopefully sooner than later you will realize that the Lord will be the victor.
Each of us are in some type of battle today. Our troops are in the ultimate battle of life and death. Pray for their protection and that the Lord would give our governing officials His wisdom in making decisions to govern our country.
What's your battle today? Ask the Lord for guidance and strength and then look out, great things will happen.
