"Thank The Lord for Suffering"
I know this would get your attention. You may be saying, "How can suffering be any good for me?" Listen, I don't like to suffer anymore than the next person, BUT I have learned over the years that God does great things when I'm suffering. First of all when I am suffering I don't have time to be prideful or boastful. Suffering takes my mind off of me and makes me concentrate on Jesus.
Most of you know the story, but I will briefly tell it again. I smoked a joint when I was 20 years old and someone had laced it with something. I ended up in Coronary care for a week. That one joint and one mistake destroyed part of my endocrine and adrenal system. To this day and for the rest of my life I will have to take medication. I take over 12 pills a day and sometimes more since I was young. But I thank God for this trial. This trail has kept me humble. Every time I start to think that I have things under control I'll start to get severe headaches, or get rundown and have to rest or go through a period of severe depression. I think the people I know best are the ones that work at Eckerd Drug!
You see, when I am weak then God has a chance to work in me. When I am strong, then my boastful, arrogant self has a chance to come out. I would rather suffer and have the Lord reign in my life than be boastful about myself.
 

The apostle Paul had some of the same issues. He was caught up to heaven to see some great revelations. But the Lord put some checks and balances in his system to protect Paul from what he had seen.
 

2 Corinthians 7-10 "To keep be from being conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me. "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weakness, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weakness, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong."
 

The night my heart rate was over 300 beats per minute I could have died and I would have spent ETERNITY in hell. But God chose by his grace to protect me until 18 years later I accepted him as Lord and Savior of my life. You would have thought I would have accepted him then but I needed to be knocked down a couple more notches before I realized that I was nothing without Him.
What are you suffering right now? All of us have something going on right now with some much more difficult than others. Let me tell you this. Suffering doesn't mean that you have done something bad. Job's friends assumed that because all this had happened that Job had done something wrong. If the Lord were to leave you alone THEN you have a problem. This world is a place for refining us. Heaven will be a place with no pain or suffering but rejoicing and praising God. From this moment right now till the Lord calls you home use this as a time
 

TO GET READY.
 

Embrace suffering to learn to LEAN on God. Have you ever really leaned on Him or have you know he was there but chose to try to handle the situation yourself? It is like the analogy of a fast moving stream and the stream is the spirit of Jesus. We can stand in the stream outside the fast water and be refreshed. But if we were to jump in the fast water and let it carry us downstream how exhilarating that would be. Are you just dipping your toe in the water or are you ready to jump in?
I used to be afraid of a lot of things. Actually I'm still scared of bugs. I was out on the golf course the other day looking for my ball in the woods (where it usually is). My friend came up behind me and rustled the ground like a snake. I must have levitated 10 feet in the air. I would have jumped in the lake if I thought that would have saved me.
But from all the things the Lord has brought me through I know don't worry about too much. The suffering has given me peace because I know that I would rather be with Jesus than here on earth. Don't get me wrong, I love my family but when the time us right, I'm ready to go. Letting go like this enables me to live life more fully. 
Some of you have some very painful issues you are dealing with right now. Make this the issue that you try to quit handling on your own and learn to give it over to the Lord. He will be the victor because he already knows what the outcome will be.
Suffering is not fun, but it is necessary in refining our faith. Remember, this life here on earth is just a short blip on the screen for eternity. Use the trials of this life to get ready for the real life ahead.
Have a great day and DON'T let anyone steal you peace.
Take Care
Brad
	

	

	

	

	


