"Thank God ForTrials"
You may already be thinking, I have enough trials and I want out of them. Why should I thank God for the ones I have, I certainly don't want more.
In life, most of us quickly forget what someone has done for us. Our world is so fast paced that we seldom have time to reflect and thank God or that person who helped us in time of need. The more we succeed the more we start to think it is our own crafty abilities instead of looking at the real reason we are succeeding.
 

Proverbs 16:9 "In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps."
 

I know people who have grandiose plans, who have built large companies, who have thought that they are bigger than life or who have thought they are better than the person next to them. I know for certain that whatever I do, that if the Lord is not in it I WILL FAIL. If you are still trusting in yourself then you have some tough times ahead. God loves us enough to try to help us be like him. Pride, jealousy and arrogance are not part of that equation. You can plan; schmooze and scheme all you want but the Lord WILL determine the outcome.
 

The Lord has brought me to my knees so many times that I know where my strength lies and it's not in me. The apostle Paul who was a great missionary and man of God went through many hardships. Before he was a Christian he used to persecute the Christians. But the Lord got a hold of him on the road to Damascus and his life was never the same. He became one of the most driven men in the bible to share his faith.
 

In 2 Corinthians Chapter 12:2  Paul talks about being swept up to the third heaven. He saw and heard things that he couldn't even express. This revelation gave him even more zeal to share the gospel. But the Lord protected Paul with an illness, yes protected him with a trial.
 

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 "To keep me from being conceited because of these surpassing great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."
 

The Lord has blessed me with great things in my life. The Lord has also blessed me with an affliction that I have to take medication the rest of my life and headaches that come and go at any time. I say blessed because at times I can be one of the most ungrateful people in the world. I do something and them I'm off to the next thing forgetting or thanking who helped me. These afflictions bring me back down to earth. I used to be a lot of things but now I know that in weakness I can boast not on me but what the Lord has done for me. EVERYTHING I have is from Him including all my strength.
If you are still thinking you are in control of the situation, then the Lord still needs to work some things out in your life. If you are a believer don't worry about the trials. Only worry about the one who can kill the soul if you are not a believer. We will all inherit eternal life. The question is, what will your final address be? If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior and Lord and asked forgiveness of your sins then you have heaven in your future. If you haven't then search your heart to find out what you are trusting in.
We all have trials. Let those trials be a time to give things over to the Lord and watch His miraculous powers work to ease your pain and to solve the problem more than we could ever have.
I laugh at myself now because I know that whatever I do is not because of my ability. It's the Lords awesome work that directs me this way or that way. I'm content to go along for the ride. Are you!
Take Care
Brad
