"Temptation"
Did you know that Satan has to run everything by Jesus before he acts? In the book of Job, it wasn't Satan who brought up Job's name it was God.
 

Job 1:8 "The Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job?" There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."
 

Luke 22:31,32 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back strengthen your brothers."
 

After reading this I feel like getting down on my knees and doing business with God. If God can offer up Job who was blameless and upright then I'm really available. But as you see with Simon, who is really Peter, Jesus says that Satan has asked His permission to put Peter through a trial. The only way we can be ready for this is to make sure that we know Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives. Are we right with God? Is there a barrier somewhere that we need to bring down? Is there someone you need to make amends with? Is there something you have done in your past that you need to rectify? No matter if you get everything cleaned up the trials will still come. Remember, Job was blameless.
 

James 1:13-15 "When tempted, no one should say,"God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, gives birth to death."
 

God cannot tempt us but Satan can. Being dragged away and enticed is still not sin. But after our desire continues and conceives to our thoughts then sin is born. What can we do to stop this temptation in our lives? You can say I'm tempted by ____________. If it is possessions then don't go to those places that tempt you. If it is lust then DON'T put yourself in a position of vulnerability. Satan knows where we are vulnerable but God is so much more powerful. When we try to fight the arrows of Satan in our own flesh we will always lose. We need the strength and the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Take great comfort in 1 Corinthians 10:13 "....And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear."
 

The next time temptation comes your way FLEE. Run as fast as you can in the opposite direction. Why put yourself to the test. I know many people who have been very effective for the kingdom of God fall, because they have not fled. Ever wonder what's out there? I mean, the nightclub scene, the new stuff, the lack of responsibility the__________. This is the beginning of temptation. Just pray that the Lord would give you his power and wisdom to turn away.
 

Let us make Philippians 4:8 a verse that we take to heart and let it permeate our lives.
 

Philippians 4:8 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things."
 

Pray that the Lord would help us think about such things.
Have a great week.
