“Taking A Back Seat”

We are told in this world “To go for it”, “Do the best with the abilities God has give you”, “Be the best”, “Do whatever you have to do to win”, “There are no prizes for second place” and on and on and on. I like to get back to the story of John the Baptist. Here was a man appointed by God to prepare the way for Jesus. John ministered in the countryside and had many people come to be baptized in the Jordan River. Many people came to hear him speak and that was his mission to lead others to repentance. Full time ministry is hard work but that is what John was called to do and did it well. Let us put ourselves in John the Baptist shoes for awhile.

John 1:35-37 “The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.”

Here you are ministering day and night and you also have a small group of people helping you. You say there goes Jesus and your disciples leave you. It doesn’t say they asked John if they could go, it seems like they just went. So John received a couple of things for following Jesus. He lost most of his disciples to Jesus and then he got beheaded. How about that pat on the back for being in full time ministry!

But you see, John the Baptist loved the Lord and knew this world could not hold a candle to the glory in heaven. John was one of the true servants in the bible. What is a servant? In the truest sense it means “To serve others”. But not just serve but to serve with a joyful spirit NOT EXPECTING ANYTHING IN RETURN. Now when I serve, in the back of my mind I think I will get a pat on the back or some kind of reward. That is not serving that is thinking of self more than others.

How you ever done a project at work that turned out to be great and someone else took the credit? Have you raised your children only for them to run off and never say thanks? Have you ever done a kind deed day in and day out and you not only didn’t get a thank you but you get ridiculed? 

THAT IS BECASUE WE LIVE IN THE WORLD.

But even though we live in this world Jesus tells us to not be of the world. Everything you see will fade away. John the Baptist knew this and he was able to see a person’s soul instead of their outward appearance. When you look at someone else who do you see? Do you see a well dressed person with a lot of money or do you see an empty shell of a person that doesn’t know they need Jesus? Do you look at a beggar and think “Get a job” or do you see someone that needs the Lord? 

Are you willing to take a back seat to EVERYONE in this world so that many would come to know Jesus? People will have a hard time listening to you talk about Jesus when you portray yourself to be better than they. Can you get past the fine things this world has to offer to the eternal things only Jesus can give? You already know what is holding you back from taking a back seat, it is________________. Pray that the Lord would be able to strip this away so you can clearly see the eternal and not the temporal goal. The more we have the tighter we hold on. Let us be willing to let all things go so we can be an effective witness to our families and to the world.

Don’t expect a pat on the back in this world. Look forward to the day for all those who truly believe in Jesus when Jesus says “Well done good and faithful servant”. 

IF WE SERVE THE REST OF OUR LIVES WITHOUT A THANK YOU THIS SHOULD BE THANKS ENOUGH TO HEAR THOSE WORDS!

Make today the day that you ask the Lord to help you be a true servant willing to take a back seat to the world to focus on the Glory that awaits..

Have a great day.

Brad

