THINKING LIKE CHASE

When you first have a child, God lets you go in steps. My wife was great about getting up in the middle of the night and letting me sleep. I still need to thank her for that. Actually a bomb could go off outside and I wouldn’t hear it so leaving on the monitor for me to get up would be a challenge! When you first bring a baby home fortunately they just lay there. They have to be fed every 3 hours but at least wherever you leave them you come back and they are still there. Around 3 to 4 months they start rolling and then you have to be a little more cautious. Once they get up on all fours, look out, life will never be the same. 

Once we have given ourselves over to evil things life will also never be the same.

1 Corinthians 14:20 “In regards to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.”

What God has made good most of us have perverted since the days of Adam and Eve. The first account of murder was jealousy between the FIRST two brothers on this earth, Cain and Abel. Cain was jealous of Abel’s blessing and he killed Abel. God made sex to be between a husband and a wife. Since the days of Sodom and Gomorrah till now the human heart HAS NOT CHANGED. Homosexuality, adultery, pornography and all sorts of evil have come from what God started out as pure and good.

Money can be a very good thing when used with the right motives. Money can also be a curse when used with intentions of acquiring instead of giving. Power and status are a gift from God. Whether you know it or not, it is NOT your crafty abilities that got you the job you are in today. The Lord has not only given you talents but he has also placed you in your job. We turn this around to think we are the crafty ones and then we let the power go to our heads and then start treating everyone as our servant.

You see; evil doesn’t start out as evil. Evil starts out as pure and then we let the worries and concerns of this world creep in and tarnish what God has made perfect. So how do we stop the cycle?

“In regards to evil be infants”. When you are an infant you have no desire for perversion. You have not been tainted with the evil desires of the world. You take EVERYONE at their word and TRUST completely. Our five year old son Chase who is Autistic is one of the most loving children I have ever met. On one side that is good but he trusts EVERYONE because he doesn’t understand evil people. A car pulled up in our driveway last week and a girl got out to sell us cookies while her mother waited in the car. The next thing we knew Chase had opened the door and was in the backseat of this stranger’s car. No fear there! He had no idea of the consequences of WHAT PEOPLE ARE CAPABLE OF. 

What if we could live our life like Chase with that innocence? We would:

Wear our heart on our sleeve

Love everyone around us

Not look for the bad but the good in everyone

Not think “What can you do for me”

Not judge by outward appearances.

Not be tainted by what evil people have done in the past. We can forgive but it is very difficult for us to forget.

Feel real compassion for other people’s pain. When our other son Bryce gets hurt or cries Chase starts crying too. His compassion knows no boundaries.

We look at what God has made pure and stop there.

We take one hour at a time, don’t look back and don’t look forward, live in the moment.

We put others first.

“but in your thinking be adults”. Even though Chase lives in a world that is somewhat different than ours we all need to be wary of evil people. Our world is not pure and Satan is the prince of this world. It is very tough to live this life with a pure heart when we have seen what evil has done to those around us. Fortunately

1 John 4:4  “...... the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

Pray that the Lord would be able to rid you of whatever perversion or addiction that has held you captive in the past. I know from experience that the Lord can redeem and restore a perverted mind but ONLY with the grace and power of Jesus Christ. If you don’t want to change then you are a slave to this world and the things in it. But remember Jesus died a horrible death so that you and I could not only have eternal life but have the power of the Holy Spirit to live free. Start today by asking Jesus to break those chains of evil and start to take on the pure thoughts of our Lord. 

Take Care

Brad

