THE CANCER OF ARROGANCE

I have never seen an organization with an arrogant leader ultimately succeed. From the leaders of the Old Testament to the leaders of Enron the human heart has not changed. Cain felt betrayed and murdered his brother Abel. King David was “a man after God’s own heart”, but arrogance led him to adultery and murder. Judas sold Jesus into the hands of his captors for money. Some top executives in this country feel that they are above the law and operate under their own laws. Why is this? 

1 Cotinthians 8:1 “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”

Knowledge can be a blessing and knowledge can be a curse. Knowledge becomes a curse when we start to believe that our promotions, our wealth, our stature and our abilities are things that WE have created. The more important we become in the eyes of the world the less accountable we also become. Most people who rise to great heights start to surround themeslebs with “Yes” people. “Yes” people are those people who will only build you up no matter what you are doing. The problem with major organizations today is that a lot of corporate CEO’s have their frineds on the board. This is also true with profersiional athletes today. Most professional athletes have hanging around them people who will never tell them they are doing anything wrong, they will always be on the side of the money train. AHHHHH, the “Money Train”. Why does it always come down to money? Well, in todays world money is power and power leads to arrogance if your perspective is on the things of this world. If we are not accountable to others in a Godly sense then arrogance can and will take over our lives. We can start out with the best intentions but when people start to say how great we are or what great things we have done, if we are not well grounded in the Lord we will start to believe that we are the ones who are responsible for our gifts.

As cancer starts out with one cell and spreads throughout the body destroying everything in it’ path, so does arrogance in a family or a corporation. It is very easy to forget God when people are constantly telling you that YOU are great.

Jesus came to this world annd could have been a King. He could have lived in a palace , destroyed all those who didn’t agree with him and lived a lavish life beyond anyones imigination. INSTEAD, Jesus came to this earth with a separate purpose. Jesus came instead as a servant and instead of living in a palace he hardly ever spent the night in the same place. He could have lived in riches but only had a robe that was cast for lots when he was crucuified. He could have boasted of his power BUT NEVER DID, unless he gave glory to God. Why was Jesus the perfect example? Part was because he was God in the flesh but also because love overpowered his actions.

Love can cure so many wrongs. But when soemone is arrogant they will never admit a wrong. It is always someoens else’s problem. Are you willing to admit that you have been wrong? Ouch! Lets look at the traits of love:

1 Corinthians13:4-8 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking. It is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love doesn not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails…”

The Things Of God



The Things of this World

Love is patient




We live in a world where patience is rarely used.

Love is kind




A lot of us get angry at a moments notice. (When this happens something else is usually festering)

It does not boast



Can you stop taking the credit and give credit to others and to the Lord INSTEAD?

It is not proud




Can you think of others better than yourselves?

It is not rude




Can you get over your insecurities and quit putting others down to cover up ypur wrongs?

It is not self seeking



Can you look out for the interests of others more than your own interests?

It is not easily angered



Can you stop thinking of how you have been wronged and what the world owes you? Can you give your life 

over to Jesus?

It keeps no record of wrongs


YIKES!!!!!!

Love does not delight in evil


No matter what soemone has done to you REMEMBER we are all sinners, don’t judge others, be thankful of 

your salvation and pray for others instead.

Love never fails




Pray that the Lord would give you the strength to run the race of life with perseverance and finish strong 

NEVER EVER GIVING UP!

The only way we can love unconditioanlly and to not get puffed up with our accomplishments is to have the spirit of God living within us. We cannot do this in our own strength. Even if we are saved and have the spirit of God in us we still have a sinful nature. We have to CONSTANTLY be in Gods word, be praying and having fellowship and accountability with other believers. This life is short so we need to make the most of every opportunity. We can’t be an example of Jesus when we exeude arrogance and anger. We can show Christ’s love when no matter what people do to us we know who we are ultimately accountable to. Don’t lose sight of the goal and don’t take your eyes off Jesus. When you focus on these two things you can’t help but love those around you no matter what they may or may not do to you.

Have a great day.

Brad

