TAKING CREDIT

I love the story of David and Goliath. Goliath was over nine feet tall and David was just a boy when he fought him. Even before David got to the battle lines his brother was calling him conceited and wicked. Jealousy runs in most families doesn’t it? Instead of David getting mad at his brother he turned and started talking with someone else to get the facts about what Saul would give to the one who would kill Goliath. 

There are a couple main points in this battle that will encourage us in our everyday life. The first is this:

1 Samuel 16:7 “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

David had six older brothers but the Lord picked David who was smaller in appearance. David was just a boy when the Lord picked David to be the future King. If you were to line up all the other brothers against David looking at outward appearance I’m sure David would not have been the choice. In the world we live in today most successful people are viewed as beautiful, well dressed, dark, tall and handsome. OF COURSE that is the outward appearance. Since the Lord looks at the heart instead of your outward appearance what does that tell you about yourself? Are you hiding behind a well dressed wall but crumbling inside? Here is one of the main problems with our world today.

WE ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH PLEASING OTHERS THAN PLEASING GOD.

But you may be saying, I need to work hard to raise my family, to leave them a legacy, to provide a roof over our heads, my parents were poor and I want more for my family. My ____________was bad and I want _______________________________. This cycle will never end until you accept the second part to this story.

When David finally fought Goliath, King Saul gave David some of his amour. David couldn’t walk around because it was too heavy so he took it off. David then went to a stream and took out 5 smooth stones from the stream. The reason David killed Goliath with a stone instead of a spear, army, bazooka or grenade was that THE LORD DESIRES AND DESERVES THE CREDIT. How often does the Lord give us victory and we give glory to ourselves instead of the Lord? David would not have beat Goliath unless the Lord had given him the victory.

1 Samuel 17:47 “”All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give all of you into our hands.”

Can we honestly think that our spouse, children, job, promotion or possessions come form our own craftiness? We ONLY have because the Lord has given.

So here we are at a crossroads in our life with a couple decisions that we can make. We can know that the Lord looks at the heart instead of outward appearance. I’m not saying go out and eat a cheesecake every night but I am saying to start to rethink your priorities and how you view others. The homeless man now takes on a much finer appearance since God just sees the heart. The handicapped child now is much different since the Lord views the heart. It makes us want to throw off everything that hinders our walk with the Lord doesn’t it? The world and God will always be at opposites. YOU HAVE TO CHOOSE A SIDE AND STICK WITH IT.

The second most important part is giving credit to the Lord for ALL THINGS. When we know that the Lord is in control then we will become less conceited. We will stop putting work ahead of family and our relationship with God. Is this a one time event? No, David started out great but then committed adultery and murder. Our walk with the Lord is not a sprint but a marathon. We need to come before the Lord everyday and pray, confess the sin in our hearts and ask God to help us live a Godly life.

Amen that God looks at the heart. Since you now know what God looks at what are you going to do differently? Pray that each of us would start to see the things of this world how God sees it not how we have been viewing the world and those in it.

Have a great day.

Brad

