“Suicide”

I have been asked a lot of questions lately about this very tragic end of earthly life. Sunday night a wife took her own life, a few months ago a good friend of mine took his own life and many years ago my cousin took his own life. What each one had in common was that before they decided to end their earthly life THEY ALL PUT ON A GREAT FRONT. You would have never imagined what they were about to do even just hours before they took their own life. The bible does not talk about people going to hell because of suicide so that is not true. This is what we do know.

People that you may think have it all together DON’T. We all need to slow down enough to be kind, compassionate, loving AND MOST OF ALL BE WILLING TO TAKE THE TIME TO GET TO KNOW SOMEONE. Now this all said if someone is going to take their life then they will try to find a way no matter what. People may say “how selfish”. I can honestly say that these folks in their own minds are not selfish people. I have suffered with depression for over 30 years and have taken medication for over 25 years. I know the face of evil and the lack of hope, even lack of hope to the point of death. This type of pain makes someone think and behave irrational. Deep depression is one of the most frightening things in this world to experience. You can be in a group of 1,000 people and feel alone with no one to talk to.

I am thankful for my depression because it has given me compassion for them. I used to say “Pick yourselves up by your bootstraps and move on”. NO, that is not the answer. Unless you have been in the pit of hell you cannot comprehend the hopelessness that this disease offers. It paralyzes you into doing things that you would have never dreamed you could do. You put on a good front because “People just don’t understand”. They would think we were crazy. This is not new as Jesus was healing people with evil spirits. 

The person, the child, the mother, the father, the brother, the sister sitting right next to you, DO YOU REALLY KNOW THEIR PAIN?  Let us all be a light in a dark and evil world. Let us pray to the Lord that all these folks would be delivered from this evil. Let us slow down our lives enough to listen.

Most of us may ask how someone is doing BUT DO WE REALLY WANT TO KNOW??????

2 Corinthians 1:8,9 “....We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. Indeed in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God”.

“So that we despaired even of life”. If this is not depression I don’t know what is. Don’t judge anyone with this or any other disease. We are here on earth for many purposes. If you have to make the decision in life for money or to stop and help others, STOP and help others. The Lord will make sure you are taken care of when we do His will. Let us all get off of this merry go round of Blackberry’s, Treo’s, Internet, Fast Access and drive thrus. Let us look into the eyes of those around us and BE ALL THERE. 

Compassion takes time NOT MONEY. Giving money to ministry is OK giving your time to ministry is even better. Don’t’ be afraid to get in the trenches and get dirty. That is where you will not only find the hurting but you may find out something about yourself that you never knew.

Have a great week and an even better week looking to help and to serve others.

Take care

Brad

