Suffering

The age old question, “If God is in control why do children get cancer, why are people murdered, why do people have handicapped children, why do people die in the prime of their lives why, why why?” The only answer I have is that there is no answer. God only knows the why but the bible can give us some insight into God’s plan. 
Let’s look at what we do know. 
 
1. Since the fall of Adam and Eve death and sin entered All of our lives. 

2. We are all sinners, all of us – Romans 3:23 

3. We will all die in our earthly form. 

 
A lot of times we are shocked when someone dies but we all have to die, that shouldn’t be a shock. We sometimes fall into the trap that this world is heaven and forget that living on earth is just the beginning of life. You could say that our nine months in the womb before we were born is like our life on earth. We will be born into either heaven or hell depending upon our faith.
There are only two reasons we are here on earth.
 
1. Come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life. 

2. Share the gospel with as many people as we know. 

 
I can tell you from God’s word and experience that NOTHING else matters. Let me ask you; what can you take with you when you die? Have you ever seen a U Haul following a hearse? Our house, car, stocks, family and job will ALL be left behind. Since this is the case why do you do the things you do? If you are accumulating more than you need, why? You may say, I want to make sure I have enough to retire on or I want to make sure my kids have an education. While this is good how much is enough? I know kids who appreciated college and made more of themselves when they worked for it. This is not always the case so please pray that you would ask the Lord how much is enough. Money is not the cure all. If you are not ready for money when it comes it will put you into problems that you never even dreamed of. 
So what does all of this have to do with suffering? Money has caused a lot of suffering in this world. It is one thing most of us have allowed at one time or another to control our lives and produced tremendous suffering because of our mistakes. There are few things worse than being shackled with huge debt.
 
2 Corinthians 1:3,4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”
 
The Lord allows us to go through trials so that not only can our faith be refined but that we can comfort people who are going though the same struggles. If you go up to someone who has just lost a child and say “I know how you feel”, you don’t if you have not lost a child. But if that person knows you have lost a child you can provide them comfort with the same comfort the Lord used to bring you through that trial. If someone was rich their whole life they can’t say to someone who just declared bankruptcy “I know how you feel” because they don’t. 
 
EACH OF US IS PART OF GOD’S PLAN.           
 
Just think, the creator of the universe is using you and I to further his kingdom, Christian and non Christian alike. I know a company where the president is so mean that he has driven his employees to seek God. The persecution and uncertainty of their jobs have sent them on a search for Jesus. 
So why the suffering? In this life we will have pain and suffering. Part of this is to refine our faith, part is for other people to wake up and sense their own mortality, part is so we can encourage others as part of the family of God. If we can view heaven as the ultimate paradise (which we should) we should rejoice for those that have died an earthly death instead of mourn. We mourn because WE are left without them. If they could tell us how heaven was we would cry no more. So how do we get to that point?
 
Philippians 3:13 ,14 “…..Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press onward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
 
In the midst of suffering we have to strain ahead toward Jesus and heaven. We have to forget the past. Only take with you from the past what will encourage and strengthen, not that which would hinder and drag you down. I know people that are dead spiritually because they can’t let go of the past. Christ died for you and me to give us a new life. When we accept Jesus into our life we are a new creation. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, the new has come.”
 
The old has gone, Amen and Amen. The Lord can free you from pain, suffering, demons and addictions. I have seen a lot of prayer requests lately and have sensed the pain of loved ones who are going through some tremendous trials. My comfort to you is God KNOWS what is going on and he will never let you go through more than you can handle. Use this time as a chance to pray, read God’s word and feel the presence of the Lord. I have had some of my best devotions when I have felt the weight of the world upon my shoulders. It is then and only then that I stopped relying upon myself and turned things over to God. Have you turned everything over or are you still holding onto something? When we can turn EVERYTHING over to God our lives will be refreshed.
 
Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”
 
The Lord is in control, ALWAYS.
 
Have a great week and pray for those who are hurting.
Take Care
Brad
 
 
