Stepping Out

Have you ever doubted the bible? Have you ever doubted God’s timing or His promises? If you have, you are not alone. Faith does not come from just one dramatic, climactic event. Faith comes from reading God’s word, seeing God’s word in action and then sanding up under the strain of life’s trials to see the hand of God at work. 

If you were to meet someone for the first time and they did exactly what they promised to do you would have faith in them. But all it would take would be a couple things that they fell short on and your faith would probably waver. Not so with God. The more we look, the more we read, the more we see the perfect supernatural God of the universe that MAKES NO MISTAKES.

Luke 1:1-5 “Many have taken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning it seemed also good to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” 

The bible is all about God’s promises, those promises being fulfilled and the way to salvation. Luke was a doctor and a doctor has to keep good records. Luke says that “he has carefully investigated everything from the beginning” of Jesus’ ministry. In the end of the verse Luke says 

“SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE CERTAINTY OF THE THINGS YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT.”

The question today is you may know the word of the Lord but do you know the POWER of the word? Do you read the word with great emotion and hunger but at the first hint of a trial you start to fall back upon your own strength instead of stepping out in faith? Don’t feel bad if you fall into this category because most people do. BUT wouldn’t you want to be the few who purposely live with joy in the Lord’s strength. The good news is that you can start today. Don’t let the evil one tell you it is too late or that you don’t have the faith or that you may have squandered opportunities. God doesn’t make mistakes and He hasn’t made one with you. Start using those times of trials to lay it ALL out before the lord. Don’t hold anything back because that is not real faith. Faith is GIVING IT ALL UP for Jesus. 

I am thankful for the word of God and for men like Luke who took the time to write what God had inspired them to write so that we may lead a life of hope instead of a life of fear. Most of us live day to day and just exist. I know you want more than that. God wants more for you. But because of our free will God can only go so far. We need to take that leap of faith which at times doesn’t make sense. Let me ask you this.

Did it make sense to Moses when he saw the Red Sea before him and the Lord parted it?

Did it make sense when David chose five smooth stones to slay a giant?

Did it make sense for Joshua to blow a trumpet to knock down a fortress when that seemed like the least thing that would work?

Let us stop relying on our own power, our own craftiness and put our FULL faith and trust in Jesus. Jesus died a horrible death so that we may have abundant life. Let us all start today by praying for the strength to step out in faith and lead the life that God desires for us. Don’t let the evil one keep you down with false promises. Let us rely on God's word where from generation to generation all accounts have been written of His faithfulness, love, protection and His desire for us to TRUST in Him and Him alone. Take one step to Jesus in faith and he will take 20 steps to you.

Lord, what would we do without you? Help us to never take you for granted.

Have a great day.

Brad

