Stand Back God, I’ve Got It Covered

How many times in our lives do we get out in front of the Lord? The Lord is powerful beyond comprehension. He can do any and all things. So why do we attempt to get out ahead and say to the Lord, “follow me”, instead of praying and following the Lord?

The Israelites had been in slavery in Egypt for hundreds of years. The Lord brought up Moses to deliver them from the persecution of Pharaoh. After numerous plagues Pharaoh still did not let the people go. It wasn’t until the Lord killed all the firstborn both men and animals that he had had enough. The Israelites were to put the blood of a lamb on their doorposts so when the angel of the Lord came to destroy the firstborn the angel would see the blood and pass over the house. This is how the term Passover came to be. 

That night when children started dying Pharaoh summoned Moses and told them to go so more people wouldn’t die. The angel of the Lord kept a cloud by day and fire by night for the Israelites to follow. Then the Lord hardened Pharaohs heart and he said, “What have we done, we have let the Israelites go and have lost their services.”

Then Pharaoh sent over 600 of his best chariots along with all the chariots of Egypt to find the Israelites and bring them back.

The Israelites were camped out on the side of the Red Sea. The Israelites were penned in by the sea and the Egyptians were on the other side. What separated them was the pillar of cloud of the Lord. The Israelites sensed doom and gloom. They told Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us out in the desert to die? Moses said

Exodus 14:14 “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

We live in a performance based get it done world. Get up and get going, do something! The Israelites are told to be still. Are you in the midst of a trial and feel the need to be still when all else around you says to forget what God wants and go out on your own? 

Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God.”

WE CANNOT BE RUNNING AND BE IN CHAOS AND SEE THE HAND OF GOD AT WORK.

BE STILL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Telling me to be still is just opposite of what I am about. I’m running even when I don’t have anything to do! BUT there have been a few times that in the Lord's strength I have been still and something miraculous happened. The quietness first was uneasy must then became peaceful. The sounds of the world started to fade away and Jesus came more real. We all strive for peace but we usually try to get peace by a better job, house, car or better things. This will never give you and me lasting peace. What gives us lasting peace is being still before God and trusting in him.

So how do we learn to let God be God? PRAY! We need to first of all get to a quiet place. Slow down, try not to think about anything else and be still before the Lord. The first couple times I tried this for about 5 seconds I was doing really well then all of a sudden I found myself thinking of all things other than the Lord. To be still takes practice, commitment and wanting to know who Jesus is more than what the world is. You have to make a choice you can’t have both. When you pray for discipline, guidance and wisdom to know God he will give you that wisdom and peace. I know because the Lord has delivered me and he can deliver you.

My nickname in college was “Hectic”. Some of you would say “Brad you still are hectic”. All I can say is I was REALLY BAD in my 20’s.  So if I can be still, and at times it’s very tough, you can be still also. The reason a lot of times we aren’t still is because of lack of faith. It might sting to hear this but I’m talking as much to me as I am to you.

Right now you may have the armies of aggression, guilt, shame and persecution at your doorstep. You may want to run or fight back with whatever resources you have. But God is telling you to

‘BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD”

We have missed many opportunities to see God's miracles because we have been living too hectic of a life. You may already be in the throws of chaos today like a hamster on a treadmill. You need to pray right now that the Lord would get you off this treadmill called life and help you to be still.

GOD WANTS THE VICTORY. GOD WANTS THE GLORY.

Let God be God as not only can he heal your heart and save you but he can change those people hearts who are persecuting you. Don’t ever discount the power of the Lord. Jesus is asking you to be still at heart. Can you start today by letting God be God. Pray right now that the Lord would come into your life and clean house, especially the garage and the attic. Get rid of all the old things that have kept your life cluttered. God can change you but you have to be wiling to be changed. Are you willing to give up self and BE STILL. I know you can. Let this be the day and don’t let ANYONE steal your peace.

Take care

Brad

