“Special Assistance Pass”

We are finally back from our vacation at Walt Disney World. It was a great week of memories. We were a little concerned about Chase. Chase is 7 and Autistic so it can be a challenge holding onto him in big crowds. When we got to the Park we were able to get a “Special Assistance Card”. This card is for handicapped people. Since Chase does not understand waiting in line he starts screaming when he has to wait. This card was able to get us to the front of the line so we didn’t have to wait. This was a huge gift to be able to do this as most rides we wouldn’t be able to go on if we had to wait. We made the mistake of getting him on a “Star Wars “simulator the first ride and it even made me dizzy. At the end of the ride all Chase could say was “All done Star Wars”, Bye, Bye Star Wars!” Needless to say he didn’t want to go on any fast rides for awhile. The more we showed the pass the more emotional I became. It finally hit me, “WE HAVE A HANDICAPPED CHILD!” Julie and I both agreed that we would rather stand in line for 2 hours with a healthy child than use that dumb pass.  

I wanted Chase to be normal again amongst all the normal children. Other kids would try to interact with him and he wouldn’t respond. This Autism is maddening especially for Chase. We are tired of it and its effects on him and us. We cannot leave our eyes off him for a second because if he got lost he couldn’t explain who he is. He also would not know the difference between an evil person and one that is kind. On a funnier note Chase lives in this world where it is tough to distinguish between fantasy and reality. He wanted to meet Mickey Mouse. We were able to go to this place where we could get a picture with Mickey Mouse. Most kids would go and shake Mickey’s hand, talk to Mickey and then get their picture taken with Mickey putting his arm around the child. NOT CHASE. Chase saw Mickey, started into a gallop and did a flying leap onto Mickey. He wrapped his arms around Mickey's neck and wrapped his legs around Mickey’s legs. All of a sudden Mickey began to teeter. I thought “Oh no Mickey is going down!” Luckily there was a bench behind Mickey and he fell back on the stool. Of course Mickey is always smiling so I couldn’t see what kind of expression was going on underneath that mask. Since the characters can’t talk I was waiting for a big grown, or “Get off me kid” but that didn’t happen. Mickey was gracious. As a matter of fact most of everyone we meet at the park when they saw our card was very emphatic towards us. But you know what

I DIDN’T WANT EMPATHY; I WANTED MY BOY BACK!!!!!!!

In the midst of the joy of Disney we had times of extreme pain. We have gotten past the point of explaining the screaming of Chase to people. We just try to go on and make the most of what we have. Chase didn’t know any difference between being normal or not so after a while we took on the same perspective. If it didn’t matter to Chase then it shouldn't matter to us. We saw other children which much more serious issues and we were thankful for our family. Chase is a very unique special boy. His brother Bryce helps him a great deal and will be a much better person when he grows up realizing the world isn’t perfect. 

I also saw what seemed to be normal families fight like cats and dogs. I don’t now if I was tired of showing our “special needs card” but I wanted someone else to show me their vulnerability. Then came the outbursts from other families. Those families that looked to be normal started shouting at each other, calling names and walking away in a huff. It was great to see other people in misery in such an enchanted place! I’m sorry, I’m sinful. I told Julie “I just want to sit here for a while and see people fight. I think the heat, the crowds, the kids, the lines and the confusion all make the perfect storm for the worst to come out. I should have felt bad for seeing other people fight but I didn’t!!!!

This special needs pass reminded me of what it will be like when we take our last breath here on earth. 

WE WILL ALL STAND BEFORE JESUS AND WE WILL ALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.

Some of us will spend eternity in heaven and some of us will spend eternity in hell. It doesn’t matter how bad or how good we have been as Ephesians says that we are all sinners and that it is by God’s grace that we get into heaven not by our good deeds. So going to church, putting money in the offering plate, being kind to the poor and going on mission trips WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN. You have to at some point in your life BEFORE YOU DIE, that you have to confess with your mouth that Jesus died on the cross, rose form the dead to pay the penalty for your sins. If you have asked Jesus into your life and meant it from the bottom of your heart then you are saved and

YOU WILL HAVE THE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE PASS.

When you get to heaven you won’t have to wait in line. That pass will be written on you as your name will be written in the Lambs book of life and in you go. NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 

Since this may be the day that the lord demands your life make sure you have made this decision. How is it that we put off thinking about death to a more opportune time? If you have to put off thinking about death make sure you have your pass, then there are no worries.

Have a great day.

Brad

