So Why Bother?

Most of us think that if we do a good deed we will get either praise or a thank you. Do you ever sense that the more you try to do good that persecution becomes stronger against you?

2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

If I am going to be persecuted for doing good, why bother? Before I knew Jesus my life was out of control. I pretty much did what I wanted and felt no persecution. That is because Satan had me firmly in his grasp. I was no threat to him. BUT on November 29, 1992 the Lord saved me from my sin and I put my faith and trust in him. I called out to Jesus and he gave me eternal life. If I had died on November 28, 1992 I would have spent eternity in hell. Very scary isn’t it? Usually when you are first saved the persecutions is the strongest. Since once you are genuinely saved Satan no longer has you for eternity, Jesus does and that makes the evil one mad. Since he lost you to Jesus he doesn’t want you to be effective to try to take anymore with you. Jesus calls Satan the Prince of this world. Satan does have rule but Jesus is the ultimate victor. The book of Revelation shows Jesus casting Satan into the Lake of fire for eternity. Until then all that know Jesus AND ARE AN EFFECTIVE WITNESS will suffer persecution. If Satan can keep you depressed, angry, selfish, and possible immoral then he has made you ineffective for God. 

SO NOW YOU HAVE TO CHOOSE.

Do you want to suffer for the one who gave his life up for you so that you can spend eternity in Glory? Or do you want to skate along in this life with minimal pain and not give it up for the one who gave it all? 

As Christians we are called to preach the gospel to all generations and peoples no matter how hot the pressure, no matter how tough the persecution. I was in an office yesterday where I saw a crown of thorns that was brought back from Israel. I touched one of the thorns and it was like a hypodermic needle. There were many thorns each made up of a strong wood. Jesus was mocked and then had a crown of thorns put on his head. I’m sure that wood pierced his skin even into part of the skull. Jesus came to this earth to save us. He led a Godly life without sin even though he was tempted, and suffered humiliation beyond belief so that all who call on his name will be saved. I think that you and I should be able to suffer a little bit of verbal abuse and alienation from friends and co workers for the gospel. 

Without Jesus we would all spend eternity in hell. I can’t think of spending 10 seconds there more in less a lifetime. For those of you who have your FAITH AND TRUST in Jesus you have a wonderful future ahead all because of one man who laid down his life with extreme humiliation.

The next time unfound gossip, humiliation, politics and unjust persecution come your way just think of the cross. A glorious future awaits, just look up to Jesus and those things that seem tough in front of you will slowly fade away.

Have a great day.

