"Show Me The Money"
In the movie “Jerry McGuire” Tom Cruise was an agent for a football player. Fortunately the player had stuck it out with Jerry in some rough times but it came down to one thing for Jerry to represent him. The player said “Show Me the Money”. Jerry had to say this a number of times until he was yelling it into the phone. What we do for money!! 
No matter how hard we try we still view people that have money differently than people who don’t. It may be because we may think they can do something for us where a poor person can’t. We may view money as security. Many professional athletes are surrounded by YES people. These people feed off the athlete and they don’t want to get off the gravy train. If an athlete does something of an immoral nature who is there to correct them? They would rather have their paycheck than help this person out and jeopardize their job.
I was with a man yesterday who had made a lot of money on a land deal and gave it away to a group that could use it to train more people for the kingdom of God. Let’s say you made 1 million dollars today, what would you do with it? The smart thing would be to pay off all debt and never get into debt again. But let’s say you didn’t have any debt, what would you do with the million dollars?
Would you buy a bigger house, a nicer car, a faster boat or would you be able to give it away.
 

Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
 

What is your treasure? It is of material things or is it Jesus and the things of Jesus such as caring for others, helping to increase the kingdom of God and being a light in a dark world.
 

WE CAN’T HAVE BOTH.
 

You may say, Yes I can have both. Here is why you can’t. The mind can only think of one thing at a time. Since this is the case lets look at the scenario of acquiring status and wealth. From the moment you wake up till the moment you put your head down to sleep you are constantly thinking of making money and worse yet figuring out how to keep it.
 

Proverbs 23:5 “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”
 

I can tell you from experience that when you are in the acquiring and hoarding mode not only will it never be enough but you cannot control it. You may think you are set for life financially but look at the Enron employees or you get a rare disease that isn’t covered on your medical plan. 
 

NOTHING YOU HAVE OF MATERIAL NAUTRE IS SAFE.
 

So let’s put our time, hope and effort in the things that will last for eternity. Instead of “Show me the Money” We should be saying to ourselves
 

Show me the Love
Show me the patience
Show me how to get to Jesus.
Show me the humble Spirit.
Show me a servant’s heart.
 

We came into this world with nothing and WE CAN TAKE NOTHING OUT. If you look at all your stocks, bonds, money, homes, and whatever other possessions you have they are really not yours. You may have a document that says you own them but you won’t own them when you die. Everything you have right now will end up in someone else’s hands. The Lord owns everything and He will determine what you have now where it will go. So you could say we lease everything until the day we die. 
 

Again, “for where your treasure is, there you heart will be also.” Pray that the Lord would give you a new found desire for treasure. Pray that you would see the world through the eyes of Jesus. We will not have peace in this world until we are ready to give it all up for Jesus. 
 

WE DON’T OWN ANYTHING!  OUCH.
 

Make this the day that you start making a new commitment to the Lord and those around you. Try your best to get out of debt and live for Jesus. There is nothing worse than owing people money. There is nothing better other than salvation than having the burden of debt lifted. How effective could you be for the kingdom of God if you weren’t saddled with debt? 
 

Remember you can’t love both God and money. You have to choose. Make this the day you make the commitment to turn it ALL over to Him.
 

Have a great day.
Brad
