Shocked At Death

Why are we shocked at the inevitable? 

Psalm 139:16 “All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”

This means that before we are born God already has decided the day that we will leave this earth and NOTHING we can do will change that. It is good we don’t know the day or we would probably worry to the point of exhaustion. So why are we shocked and distraught when someone dies?

Death is the unknown. We have not seen heaven ourselves and we are content in this world for the most part. If we were to be able to go with our loved ones to heaven we would not be shocked but we would be FINALLY CONTENT. The main reason for our sadness is not that our loved one has died or is dying but that we are left behind. That is really the major part of our sadness. 

In our hearts we are saddened whether our loved one is 7 or 77 when they die. If our loved ones go to heaven we need not be saddened. Actually we should be saddened to those left behind. Why?

BEACUSE THIS EARTH IS NOT OUR HOME.

If you were to be able to talk with a child in their mother’s womb and told them that they were to be leaving that warm secure place they would probably want to stay put and then come out kicking and screaming. Hey, they do come out kicking and screaming!! They don’t understand at the time that a new life awaits them, one that could never be explained in the womb. We get so comfortable in our daily routines that we fight change and we fight fate. Since our days our numbered let us take a deep breath and make the most of every day instead of looking 5, 10 or 20 years down the road. As the bible says, our life may be required of us tonight and what did all that worry and planning do?

The only thing we should be shocked at is when someone hears the gospel of Jesus and does not accept it. The gospel of Jesus says that if you believe that he lived on the earth, was sinless, died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for you sins. If you ask Him for forgiveness and trust in Him and turn from the ways you used to live to live for the Lord then you will have eternal life in heaven. This is something to rejoice about. When a son, daughter, mother or father dies unexpectedly we are all saddened. We are saddened because we will not get to see them again till heaven if you and they are believers. You may have some unfinished business that you wanted to do or say. Let me tell you something VERY IMPORTANT.

NONE OF US WILL DIE.

We will all live forever but some of us will go to heaven and some of us will go to hell. It doesn’t have to do with any works of being kind or giving to the poor, it has to do with a relationship with Jesus. If you have that relationship your address for eternity will be heaven. If you have not made that decision and your life is required of you then you will spend eternity in torment. Make sure you know where you are going. I know for sure and if you do not please e mail me so we can talk. There is great comfort in knowing you are going to heaven.

The next time you stand in front of a casket whoever you used to know is no longer there. Our earthly body is like a booster rocket that is used for a short time and then discarded. Our sprit that makes you you and me me will live on forever. I’m not saying to be sad because even Jesus wept when Lazarus died. I think Jesus also wept because he saw all the pain on his friends faces. If you’re loved ones were to tell you where they have gone you would be dancing instead of crying. I have been to some funerals that have actually been a celebration. The family and friends are so confident in heaven that they are glad their friend made it there first. 

If we only view this world as our home and final resting place we will always have pain and sorrow. When we can look to Jesus and heaven AS OUR REAL HOME, then not only will we not be saddened but we can rejoice when a brother or sister in the Lord goes to be with Jesus. God knows what he is doing whether he takes a child, a mother or a father. It may not make sense to us but it is not supposed to. We are to TRUST in the Lord.  

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the Lord with all you heart and lean not on you own understanding.”

The obvious may not always be the obvious. Don’t look at the things of this world to make sense but look to Jesus for everything.

Have a great weekend and remember those who have sacrificed so much so that we can live in peace. Pray for those servicemen and servicewomen who are fighting for our freedom and for those who have had their freedom taken away. 

Take care

Brad

