“Security= Joy???????”

I was at the Los Angeles airport a couple weeks ago for an early morning flight; I was speaking with my wife Julie on the phone when all of a sudden this man started screaming and wailing. He was on a cell phone saying “No, No, No it can’t be. How, when No, No No! He was wailing as if he lost someone very dear to him. There must have been 50 people within 20 feet of him but NOT ONE person asked to see if they could help. I told Julie what was going on and told her to pray for me as I was going to speak with this man. I went over to where he was and asked him if I could help. He said that his 3 year old dog had just died. Well there are more tragic things in this world than a three year old dog dying BUT IS THERE? It depends on who you are talking to. You see, this man was old and this dog WAS ALL HE HAD. This was HIS companion and friend. This was the only one who loved him unconditionally no matter how the day went.

To make matters worse a friend was watching the dog while he was away. This man now had to fly through Denver and then get a connecting flight to get home. NO MATTER WHAT I COULD HAVE SAID IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ENOUGH.

Today you are striving for joy in your life. Some of you are spending time with your kids, some are building an empire at work, some are just trying to get by and some are trying to find something of your youth to have joy in. A million dollars in the bank will bring joy, BUT ONLY FOR A TIME. Yes no matter whom you are human nature will want you to have more. Your kids love you, get good grades but then are off to college or leave the home and you are left alone. 

Most of us would say that Security = Joy. Also security to most of us is money in the bank. But this is not the correct equation. Family members come and go. We cannot control people’s emotions so not only do family members come and go but so do friends. Because we live in a fallen world death can come at anytime. We place all of our trust in friends and family and when something happens to them we are knocked off balance.

There is only security in one thing and that is a person. The person of Jesus Christ.

Jesus NEVER CHANGES. He will not love you more or less from one day to the next. Most of the love we get from others in this world is based upon “What have you done for me lately or what can you do for me?” That is not love that is conditional love. I will love you IF________________!

Philippians 2:2-4 “then make my joy complete by being like minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests but to the interests of others.”

We can have ambition but not selfish ambition. I wrote a lesson this week about how much is enough. ONLY YOU can decide that. Anymore than you need to acquire is selfish ambition. The Lord tells us to look out for our own interests but ALSO to look out for the interests of others. The one thing that keeps us from helping others and living a joyful life is PRIDE. Pride is one of the most ugly traits we can have. It puffs us up, makes us act different, arrogant and certainly is not Christ like. 

TH ONLY THING WE SHOULD TAKE PRIDE IN IS BEING A CHILD OF GOD IF WE ARE SAVED.

Pride will steal our joy and our security. It will destroy our families, our jobs and our testimony. Start thinking of others better than yourself. Not in a demeaning way but in a way that you need to help EVERYONE around you. Jesus tells us how to make our joy complete. Will you trust in your own desires to make this equation work or will you trust in the words of God? Another important thing to remember is that since we are all sinful if takes much prayer to get rid of self and let Jesus reign in our lies. The choice is yours. What will it be?

Have a great day in the Lord.

Take care

Brad

