"Running Away"
In yesterday's message I talked about what Jesus says in how you can get to heaven. On November 29, 1992 I made that decision to accept Jesus as Savior, asked him to forgive my sins and asked him to take control of my life. For the previous 38 years of my life I had been running away from God. I didn't want any part of what people had to say about Jesus. If you would have given me a bible 2 weeks before I made that decision I would have told you to take it back. Jesus knows our hearts and there is a point in time that is destined for you to make that decision either to accept Jesus or to reject him.
 

Romans 8:30 "And those he predestined, he also called, those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified." 
 

The Lord knows if we will accept him as Savior or reject him. Some of you may be saying then why should I pray for someone to be saved if Jesus already knows who that is. First of all we don't know who it is and we are called to share the gospel with everyone. It is God's great commission. Second, to the Lord "a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years is like a day", I believe that decisions can be changed because our concept of time is different than the Lords. I can't explain it. We take EVERYTHING that God says by faith. 
 

Have you made that decision to follow Jesus or are you still running away? Do you still have too much to do to hand it over to God? I had many opportunities to say I have had enough but I kept getting back up and kept trying to handle life on my own. I'm fortunate for all the trials the Lord allowed me to go through. I realize now more than ever that I can't do ANYTHING GOOD in this life unless Jesus is in control.
I'm so thankful that while I was running away the Lord was running after me. He NEVER gave up. So I say again are you still running away? 
If you haven't figured it out, you can't run away from God. In the book of Jonah, God wanted Jonah to preach to the Ninevites but Jonah didn't like them. He knew that if they were to repent then they would be saved and Jonah didn't want them to be saved. He got on a boat to Tarshish going to the other side of the Mediterranean. That would be like me telling you to go from Charlotte to New York and instead you got on a bus to California. But God can control everything even the seas and the animals. He got Jonah back to Nineveh and in the meantime the sailors aboard the boat came in contact with the living God.
 

Jonah 1:16 "At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to him."
 

Do you fear the Lord in a reverent way? When I was young I got the dog leash more than our dog. My dad was a loving father but also a strong disciplinarian. If I did something wrong I knew there were consequences. The problem with our society today is that we have lost a healthy fear of the Lord. No matter what you do you will suffer consequences, maybe not right away, it may take 20 years to catch up to you but it will. If you are under the burden of guilt you can repent and God will forgive and restore you when you come to him with a repentant heart.
If you haven't made that decision to follow Jesus, quit running away. Do it today for you aren't even guaranteed of this afternoon. Have you come to the point in your spiritual life were you would know for certain that if you were to die today that you would go to heaven? If not then you need to pray to the Lord. If you didn't get yesterdays message please e mail me and I will send it to you. It explains how you can come to know Jesus in a personal way and be saved.
We are all looking for peace, it's not in a bank account, a house, a car or a family, it's ONLY in the person of Jesus Christ. This Christmas rejoice in the fact that there is a person who can forgive, restore and save, it is Jesus.
Have a great weekend.
Brad
