"Remembrance"
Tomorrow is the 4th of July where we as a country celebrate our Independence. This Independence has not come easily and has not come without loss of life. Even today there are many troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and other hot spots across the world fighting so that not only us but that others can have their freedom.
I was able to visit the grave of my Great Grandfather who died in the battle of Cold Harbor in Virginia. On June 3rd, 1864 over 8,500 soldiers were killed in one day. My aunt still has letters that he wrote from the battlefield to our great grandmother. As I stood over his grave east of Richmond I realized that without him I wouldn't be here today. 
This weekend when we are doing our own thing not having to worry about political, religious or any type of persecution, remember what men and women have done to secure this freedom for you and I. 
 

THEY HAVE FOUGHT AND DIED SO THAT WE COULD ENJOY OUR LIVES IN AMERICA AND BE FREE.
 

We owe it to everyone since Paul Revere rode through the streets of Boston to the conflict in Iraq to take time out to pray and be thankful to those who gave so much for you and I. 
Freedom from sin also came with a price. Jesus came to this world to live a sinless life, to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins that whoever believes in him will inherit eternal life. This is the ultimate independence and freedom. 
Our life on earth is brief and I mean brief. Are you secure in knowing where you are going when you take your last breath? If not, then you need to seek Jesus and be free from sin through him and be free to inherit eternal life.
It is so easy to sit in our comfortable surroundings and forget the price people have paid so we can have it easy. Some of the things we can't comprehend are being a prisoner of war for 8 years (I can't imagine 1 day), seeing your best friend bleeding to death in a foxhole, being in a foreign country while a loved one is dying at home, opening a door to a home and not knowing if someone is going to try to kill you on the other side. These are just a few of the things that have taken place so we can have a fun 4th of July.
There is a price for everything except for our salvation because Jesus already paid the price. Let’s remember all those who fought and continue to fight for us so that we can live in a world where we can enjoy the life that the Lord has given us.
So, when you see the flags wave, the parades march through and the jets fly overhead REMEMBER.
Take care and have a safe and happy 4th.
Brad
 

Each of us has a legacy.
 

