Religious Leaders

The news the past few days has been flooded with the events of the Pope’s death. The news people have reflected on his life and the good things he has done. My wife asked me if I thought the Pope was saved and I said ”I don’t know”. Some of you may be angry with that comment but there is ONLY one person who knows if anyone is saved and that is Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith and it is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works so that no one can boast.”

I need to make something perfectly clear. There is ONLY ONE GOD and that is Jesus. The Pope and Billy Graham are just as sinful as you and I. We were born into sin and are still in sin today. It is only by the grace of God that we will inherit eternal life, not by works. So what are works? Works would be thinking that going to church, putting money in the offering plate, being baptized, confirmed, using a rosary would get us into heaven. If those things would get us into heaven then Jesus died a horrible death for nothing.

Don’t ever let ritual take the place of a relationship. Don’t ever ask someone else to take away your sins, ask Jesus directly. There was a movement in the church to make Mary, the mother of Jesus more equal with Jesus. This is absurd. First of all Mary was born a sinner just like you and I. Jesus was born through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and was without sin. PLUS JESUS WAS AND IS GOD IN THE FLESH.

NO ONE ON THIS EARTH PAST AND PRESENT DESERVES OUR PRAISE, ONLY JESUS.

Please don’t misinterpret my comments. I have been in many Presbyterian, Lutheran and Methodist churches that did not have the spirit of the Lord in the church. They were spiritually dead. People went because of works. The gospel was not spoken and people left empty.

The Pope, Billy Graham and all those who have given their life over to serving God are not looked upon any differently by God than those who minister in the workplace or in the home. We minister in the home, the workplace and in church out of thanks for what God has done for us, not to get into better standing with God because we can’t.

Don’t get bogged down in ritual. Jesus came to set us free from these rituals so we could have DIRECT ACCESS to Him. We don’t need to confess our sins to an intermediary, Jesus is our intermediary to God and those who believe in him will not only have that direct access but also have eternal life.

Man will always be man and God IS God. Man will always let us down but God will never. Pray that the Lord would direct you to a bible believing church that is alive. Our ONLY hope is in Jesus.

Have a great week.

Brad

