"Religion, What Is That?"
As I talk to people about the Lord, most of the time the response is "I don't like religion and I don't like religious people." This sounds like the same thing the apostles came upon when speaking to people about the Pharisees or teachers of the law. I have heard so many times, "The last time I went to church all they did was ask for money", "I went to church with my boss and the following week he cursed so many people out, if that us what religion is I don't want it," or "The church is a bunch of hypocrites, I have more friends at the bar down the street."
Some churches have done more to harm the spreading of the gospel than helping it. Why is this? One of the reasons is that there are a lot of spiritually dead churches in our country today. "Spiritually Dead" churches mean that Christ is not there. Have you ever been in a service where the people look gloom and doom, where there are clicks of people and they could care less if a new person came in? After you got done hearing the sermon you asked yourself "What did he say?" Of course anytime I sit through anything of great length I say the same thing.
Spiritually dead churches go through the motions without the power of the Holy Spirit directing the service. Let me also say that there are millions of people who go to church each Sunday that will not end up in heaven. Before you come out of your chair let me explain. Going to church, putting money in the offering plate, being baptized, confirmed, giving to the poor and being kind to others WILL NOT get you into heaven. The things I have just mentioned are works and Jesus says that works will not get us into heaven; it is only by faith in Jesus Christ and by His grace.
 

Ephesians 2:8 :For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith, and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast."
 

Being saved is by God's grace and by His grace alone. Jesus doesn't want someone getting into heaven by saying "I went to Church 1,000 times and you only went once." "I gave $ 10,000 dollars last year and you were only able to give $ 100 dollars." Maybe that $ 100 dollars was more than this person had were the person who put in $ 10,000 needed a tax write off. NO, it is not by works that we are saved.
All of us are spiritual beings that have a place in our soul for the Lord. Some will reject and some will accept him. Those who by faith have called out to Jesus and asked for forgiveness of sins, acknowledged who He is and that he died on the cross and rose form the dead to pay the penalty for our sins and asked Him into their life will inherit eternal life. It is that simple because Jesus did all the work. If we could do it then Jesus died for nothing.
The minute I walk in a church I can usually tell if the church is alive or dead. When you are a believer in Jesus Christ we all have the SAME Holy Spirit living inside of us. The minute we acknowledge that we need Jesus he sends his Holy Spirit to Endwell inside us. There are so many things I gain insight into because the Holy Spirit prompts me to do. Sometimes I don't like to do what Jesus wants me to do but all the time when I follow His leading I have tremendous peace in my heart.
When Jesus comes to a service or a prayer group YOU KNOW. You can feel it because the Holy Spirit inside of you rejoices with Him who comes. Those true believers who go to church on Sunday and have joy will not be any different during the week. They will not compromise their faith to get ahead, they will not slander or lie or cheat or cause others to stumble in the faith. 
We are all sinners so at times we fall but the closer we are to the Lord the quicker we realize we have made a mistake and we will ask forgiveness.
 

Romans 8:5 "...those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their mindset on what the Spirit desires."
 

As it says in Philippians 4:8 "whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable or praiseworthy, think about such things. This is what the Spirit desires. If as a group of believers we could convey these words by actions then the world would start to change and most importantly change with us and our families. In order for the world to change we need to start at home.
When people ask me what religion I am I say, "I belong to a church but I believe in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, that's my religion."
Later this week I'll talk about the tremendous benefits of going to a Spirit filled church and being around other believers.
Have a great day and don't let anyone steal your peace.
