"Priorities"
I can talk a good game but what is really in my heart? If you were to ask me my priorities I would say, God, Family, work then play. In reality my priorities have been work, family, and God. There are times we need to reshuffle our priorities but only for a SHORT period of time. The longer our priorities don’t put the Lord first the more chance we will drift away from the Lord and fall into the trap that the world has to offer. Our lives become so hectic that this priority shift doesn’t happen overnight. It is one long evening rolled into the next with deadlines to meet and then all of a sudden its 6 months down the road and you wonder where the time went. Then you look back and spiritually you feel like you are in a desert trying to get back to the oasis of peace in the Lord.
King Solomon had the ultimate job for those wanting to acquire things. He had an unbelievable amount of wealth, plus he had hundred’s of wives. 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:10 “I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure…”
 

At the end of his life Solomon said that all of this was meaningless. He said in Chapter 2:11 “…everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.”
 

Can you just see someone chasing after the wind? You would see this person grasping at things not seen, it would look totally absurd. What is that person grasping at? I think the Lord at times looks at you and me and say's the same thing. What are they chasing after now! You never see Jesus chasing after anything. He wasn’t frantic. 
 

God’s plan is God’s plan and no matter how hard we try to change the outcome, God’s plan WILL STILL BE God’s plan.
 

At the end of the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon finally summarizes his whole life and what we should do.
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 “…here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”
 

When we fear God and keep his commands then and only then can we prioritize our life with the Lord first. What does it mean to fear God?
 

Fearing God is not a fear of retribution but a healthy fear of the power and justice of God. Romans 3:23 says that we are all sinners. We are going to sin from the day we are born till the day we die. We will all suffer consequences here on earth for our sins.  The key is how do we keep our sins to a minimum? If we fear God and know that we will suffer consequences for our sin we will learn to do a number of things. 
 

First of all we will pray that the Lord will give us His strength and wisdom to control our emotions. This has nothing to do with losing our salvation. Once you have accepted the Lord as your savior that cannot be taken away. But being an effective witness here on earth is just as important. If you don’t have anything else to do on this earth then God will take you home. If you are reading this message today then God still has something for you to do. Do you know what it is?
 

If we look at the 10 commandments we can certainly lead a life that is pleasing to God and those around us when we follow those rules.
 

1. Put God first 
2. Don’t put possessions in front of God. 

3. Do not swear 

4. Respect you father and mother. 

5. Do not murder 

6. Do not commit adultery 

7. Do not steal 

8. Do not lie 

9. Do not envy what others have. 

 

 

When you and I can get to the point in our lives where we put God first, ALL those other things will fall into place. God is the creator and sustainer of life. He gives and he also takes away. If you are having problems with your family, your work, your finances then you need to make sure that you start every day asking the Lord for his help, protection and guidance. Once you do that, then you need to TRUST that the Lord’s will, WILL be done.
You may have 70 years left on this earth or 7 hours. ONLY GOD KNOWS. If it is 7 hours what are you doing to make sure that you leave behind a legacy that tells the Lord and your family what is important? You can always be replaced at work. You can’t be replaced as a father and mother. Maybe in name but not as blood. Remember that the things you do today could affect the outcome for generations to come. Don’t be selfish:
 

Philippians 2:3 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”
 

Try living like this and your life will honor the Lord your God.
