“Pride”

Proverbs 18:12 "Before his downfall a man's heart is proud."
 

All of us at times suffer from this disease of pride. I call it a disease because once it takes hold it goes throughout your whole being. It all of a sudden takes on a life all its own. First of all what is pride and how do we fall into this trap?
 

Definition: Pride "An excessively high opinion of oneself; conceit."
 

Taking pride in what we do is different than spouting off what we can do or have done. Taking pride in what we do is an internal response. No one has to know that you feel good about the job you did. Because it is the Lord who has given you talents to do this job, not our own self. If someone pays you a high compliment, thank them and then silently thank God. It was once said "That a human being is the only living creature that you can pat on the back and the head will swell." 
 

If we do a good job it is only because the Lord has given us the talents to do a good job. The Lord hates arrogance. Now that is a strong word.
 

Proverbs 8:13 "......I hate pride and arrogance...."
 

Every person on this earth that is prideful will fall. You may not see it outwardly but sometimes the stiffest rebuke comes from within. We can ALL put on a happy face but inside we may be being eaten away. 
 

We see form the above two passages that the Lord hates pride and pride comes before the fall. So how do we prevent it?
 

Pride is sin and the only way to get ride of sin is to repent and ask fro the Lords forgiveness. But pride runs deeper than this. We have pride because we are lacking self esteem and self worth. We need to replace that with the Lord instead of self.
 

THE LORD IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN CURE US OF A PRIDEFUL HEART.
 

We have to be willing to not only be a servant but to be treated like one also. How many times has someone said something to you and I and we have thought "How dare they talk to me like that?" Every been there?
 

How many times could Jesus have said that? How many times could Jesus have said, OK that's enough, I have preformed miracles, given you signs, been compassionate and you try to nail me to a cross. I'm ending this now. If Jesus would have had a prideful spirit we would have had NO CHANCE for salvation. Jesus didn't come to this earth and boast about turning water into wine, he didn't need to get to know all the high ranking officials and say "I know the King", he was the King but he didn't boast about it. He could have said to his disciples I raised someone from the dead today isn't that awesome? Now I hate to say things that Jesus would have said and please don't take this out of context. These are my words, not the Lords when I'm talking about this but you get my example.
How many times do we tell of who we know, what we’ve done, or that we are the only ones who can get it done?
Pride is a horrible feature that all people detest. The problem is we all have some form of this disease.
 

The cure is to come to know Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord. The only way for us to be cleansed is to have the power of the Holy Spirit comes to live within and convict and heal us of this desire. Our desire should be to lift Jesus up not ourselves.
 

Proverbs 19:21 "Many are the planes in a man's heart but it is the lord's purpose that prevails."
 

Whatever scheme or proven absolute thing we have going IT STILL ISN'T SURE until the Lord allows it to be sure. The more we pray, read God's word and have fellowship with other believers the more we understand that our effectiveness is only tied to Jesus. WE ARE NOTHING WITHOUT HIM.
So the next time you or I want to boast about what we have done or who we know let’s boast about the creator of the universe and the one who saved us from hell. Let’s boast about Jesus and let’s start today.
 

1 Corinthians 1:31 "Let him who boasts boasts in the Lord."
 

Amen and Amen to that.
Have a great day and think about this before we speak to others.
Take Care,
Brad
