Pray For Trials
Acts 14:22 “…We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God……”
Have you every though to yourself “If God is so good and strong ,why does a 6 year old die of cancer, why does a whole family die in a car accident, why do my children have problems, why, why why….?”
 
Why does the apostle Paul talk about hardships as a way to enter the kingdom of God? Have you ever noticed that hardships bring us to our knees but success usually makes us proud?  Proverbs 16:5 “The Lord detests all the proud of heart.” Why? Because they are trusting in their own ways instead of trusting in the Lord. A proud heart is a huge stumbling block of coming to the faith in Jesus. “I’m doing so well in my life, why do I need Jesus?”
 
I thank the Lord for my hardships, my failures, and my pain because they have made me realize that the world does not revolve around me. I have never known the proud of heart to be a committed Christian. Someone could have made a decision for the Lord but if they do not let Jesus be Lord then the worries and concerns of this world will creep in and take over. These people will start trusting in their own ways instead of the Lord’s ways. If being proud is a stumbling block to you then pray for trials. Yes pray for them. Trials are the quickest and most efficient way to come back to our senses. In a matter of an instant we see what is really important.
You can have a secure bank account; all things paid off, a huge stock portfolio and are on top of the world. All it takes is a phone call from a policeman that someone you love has been in an accident or worse and then none of the other THINGS matter. Don’t let it take a tragedy to get you back on track. Pray that you would be able to draw close to the Lord without a trial but if a trial is what it will take between getting to heaven or headed to hell then pray for those trials to come in waves. The pain of this world is nothing that will compare to eternity in hell, FOREVER separated from God. The pain of this world is also nothing when you consider the riches that await you in heaven for those who have put their faith and trust in Jesus. Let’s live the life of saying ‘Bring it on” whatever the Lord wants me to go through for him as long as it glorifies God and not you and me.
I have rough copy of the first book that still has some work to be done on. We are going to print an additional 5,000 that are correct. If you would like to wait till those are completed let me know. I have 100 of the other ones left. 
Have a great week.
Brad
