
Persistent and Consistent

Most of you know the story of the persistent widow. This widow kept asking a judge who didn’t fear God for justice against her adversary. She kept coming back and back to the point to where the judge finally couldn’t take any more and gave in to her demands.

Luke 18:4,5 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, “Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming”

How many of us cave into our children’s needs because of their persistence? Probably far too often, they just seem to wear us out.

Yesterday I got a call from my mom. She lives in Pennsylvania and even though she is in her early seventies she still works. Her first words to me on the phone were “Don’t mess with your mom”. OK, I had flashbacks to my youth, what did I do wrong? I didn’t hit my brother when she wasn’t looking. I didn’t hide my food under my plate and say I was all done! What did I do?

My mom works as a receptionist at a center for hearing aids. She had just left the office to run down the hall for less than a minute and when she came back there was this big man hunched over behind her desk. She said, “Excuse me can I help you.” The man didn’t say anything. My mom then said, “What are you doing back there?” He stood up and started to move back and then my mom realized that she was being robbed. My mom is 5”4 and this man was over 6 feet and very strong. My mom looked down at her purse and her money was missing. She looked up at this man and yelled “You stole my money, give it back!” She then yelled to the people who were working in the back room but they didn’t come out as quick as she would have liked. Then she yelled for her friends to help her but still no reinforcements. All of a sudden the man put his hand in his pocket and my mom thought this is it “He is going to shoot me”. He pulled out her money and slammed it down on the counter and said “Here’s your money “and ran out to a car that was waiting for him. A few people chased him but he got away. The police came and told her she was very lucky, he could have easily killed her for demanding what was hers.

In some cases my mom and I are the same and in some ways we are different. If I had come back in and found someone robbing me I would have turned away and probably run out the door I came in. I don’t agree with what she did demanding without any position of authority but she stood her ground and the man caved in.

Why can’t we be this persistent in our faith and prayer life? My mom grew up in an era were money was scarce and hard earned. She worked too hard to give it over to a thief. For those of us who are believers in Jesus, Jesus has worked to hard and paid too high a price for us to just give in. We need to stand our ground and live a spirit filled life. To except and do less is to discount the pain and sacrifice Jesus paid on the cross for you and I. Jesus gave up his life for us while we were still deep in our sin. Can we start today by being more persistent and consistent in our faith and prayer life? Can we pray and worship with a sense of urgency instead of complacency. Most of us are much too comfortable in our lives today. Let us try to think back to the cross. When we focus on the cross we realize not only the price paid for our salvation but we start to understand the grace of God. God has given us something we didn’t deserve but gave it to us as a free gift for those who believe and TRUST in him.

Make this the day that we can become persistent and consistent in our faith. We can only do this by making it more of a priority in our life THAN ANYTHING ELSE. Are you up to the task? I hope so. Pray that the Lord would give you the passion and strength to seize the day.

Make a difference.

Take Care

Brad

