Perfection =  Exasperation

Parenting is one of the hardest and easiest things to do in this world. It’s easy to be a parent. All you have to do is adopt or conceive a child and then you are parents. The hardest thing to do is to then raise that child in the ways of the Lord. How many of us raise our children based upon how we were raised? Probably the majority of us because that is all we know and that is all our parents knew. Sometimes we do just the opposite of our parents because we didn’t like the way they raised us. If you were meant to sit at the dinner table till you ate all your food then the next generation pf parents might be more lenient because that was a bad experience.

Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead bring then up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Exasperate -  make angry: to make somebody very angry or frustrated, often by repeatedly doing something annoying

I sometimes correct my children thinking how would my dad would do this and how he would he react to that. This is definitely the wrong way to parent. You see no matter how hard I tried I could never please my dad. It was NEVER good enough. In his quest to raise a man I think he forgot I was a child. It has been over 40 years since he called me _____ _____ dumb. I grew up not only trying to get approval of my dad but grew up believing that I was dumb. I can remember going to bed a night so angry at him that I would ask God to take him away. When he died of a heart attack when I was 13 I felt guilty because I thought it was my fault he died. Did God really answer my prayer? 

I can remember pitching in a Little League game and in one instance I couldn't throw a strike to save myself. I ended up after one pitch saying a swear word. The umpire told me to “watch it”.  Here I was twelve years old and swearing. It wasn’t so much the pitch that was bad it was the consequences I would suffer because of not being the best.

Was I angry inside? You bet. I was very frustrated by the fact that anything I did was never good enough. If I got a bad grade sometimes I was sent to my room and then my mom would sneak food up to me. Fortunately my mom was the buffer. I’m not sure if my dad knew he was going to die and that is why he increased the time table on our discipline or what his reasoning may have been. Many years later I have come to realize that there was no excuse. How can you please a moving target? You can’t.

Sometimes our boss or coworkers may act the same way. You work as hard as you can but it is never good enough. Praise goes a long way but praise is never given. When we hear that Jesus is our Father a lot of times we equate Jesus to our earthly father and we will never get a glimpse of the real Jesus.

Listen, no parent ever gets it right. That’s because we are all human and we are all sinners. But, Jesus does call us to bring our children up in the way of the Lord. Jesus forgave, encouraged, rebuked but most of all he showed his love. A kind gentle word goes a long way. A cutting word can never be taken back and sometimes will last for our earthly lives.

We need to get through our past so we can change the outcome of our future. We cannot allow our past to dictate how we will raise our children and how we will approach life. Jesus died a horrible death on the cross so that whoever comes to him with a repentant heart will be forgiven of their sins and have eternal life. We can’t change the past but we can do something about the future. Whether it is your spouse, children, friends or co workers

DO NOT EXASPERATE THEM.

Be consistent in love. Be consistent in praise. Be consistent in prayer. Do not live off of unequal scales and do not expect perfection. There is only one who is perfect and that is Jesus. Instead encourage people to do the best job that they can because total perfection is unattainable in this life. Be very careful with your words and your actions. If all else fails ere on the side of love.

Have a great day,

Brad
