"Parable of the Sower"
Jesus, a number of times in his ministry spoke in parables. He did this so those whose hearts were hardened wouldn't understand it but for those who were eager for the word of life would understand.
 

The "parable of the sower" is a great lesson. Most of Matthew Chapter 13 talks about this parable. Jesus talks about a farmer going out to sow seed in his field. Actually the sowing of seed is meant to be the sharing of God's word. The farmer scattered the seed and it fell in a number of places:
 

1.  Along a path
2.  Rocky Places
3. Among Thorns
4. Good soil
 

Let’s look at the passage Jesus writes on what the parable of the sower means.
 

Matthew 13:18-23
 

Matthew 13:18-19 "Listen to then what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.
 

While I was in prep school in 1973 a friend shared the Gospel of Jesus to me. He was a real wild man when he entered Kiski but he accepted the Lord as his Savior shortly thereafter and his whole life changed. He had so much joy and knew the truth that he wanted everyone else to hear the message. He is now the dean at a prestigious Christian College in Pennsylvania. Andy shared the gospel with me, I listened and turned away. I wanted to live life on MY terms, not God’s; I wanted to be in control of my destiny. I had my whole life ahead of me (or did I?) Knowing what I know now if I were to have died then I would have gone to Hell. For those who reject the Lord here on this earth do not get the chance to accept Jesus when they see him for judgment the day of their earthly death. BUT, God saw fit to let me go through trials, many severe for many years till I realized who Jesus was and that he was:
 

John 14:6  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
 

Matthew 13:20-21 "The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away".
 

A number of times in the bible the people talk about roots. A root grows when it is watered and taken care of. We could say that our faith grows when we read God's word, worship, have fellowship with other believers and repent. This will strengthen the root system of our soul. When we don't do these things and the strong winds come then the tree just falls over because there is no root structure. Are you doing the things you need to grow in the faith?
 

Matthew 13:22 "The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.
 

Now this seems to be a verse that this person has accepted Jesus as Savior and does have the kingdom of heaven in his future. But a lot of times we are known by our fruit. This person has let not wealth but the deceitfulness of wealth and the worries of holding onto THINGS make him more worried about what he has than sharing the gospel.
 

When I first became a believer I would have to say I was in this category. I honestly by faith accepted Jesus into my life as my Savior but I still had some of my old self in me. Fortunately because I now had the Holy Spirit in me I could now fight those urges. I had worries upon worries, and I wasn't deceitful but I did want to get wealthy more than share my faith. I will have to say today that the Lord has blessed us with a great business but I would be OK if he took ALL of it away tomorrow. We all need to realize that whatever we have here on earth will eventually wear out and be destroyed, except our soul. Try to live this life with an eternal perspective knowing that the only important thing in this life is accepting Jesus as Savior and then sharing that good news with as many people as possible.
 

Matthew 16:26 "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?"
 

Have you ever seen a hearse pulling a U Haul? 
 

Matthew 13:23 "But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."
 

Hopefully you have heard the word of God and it has fallen on fertile soil. When I first accepted the Lord as my Savior on November 29, 1992 my heart was ready and my soil was fertile but I had a lot to learn. I started praying, not knowing how to pray but I just started talking to God like I am talking to you. He heard my prayers and moved me to Phoenix, Arizona. I ended up living a mile from a church that has influenced my life in a mighty way. The head pastor and the singles pastor had such a great influence on me that they set the tone for me to learn and the desire to want to learn more about Jesus. Hopefully you have a pastor and or mentor like this. Without them in my life I wouldn't be where I am today. Of course my future wife was working for the single pastor so God not only got me to a Bible believing church but found a Godly wife for me at the same time. Each day I still look back thanking them for the influence on my life. The Lord has used them and continues to use that church in a mighty way for the kingdom of God. Each time we heard a message from our pastor he would ALWAYS give everyone a chance to accept Jesus as their Savior. He knew the importance of not putting things off.
When I look back on my life when my dad died at 34, I thought he was going to live forever. When he died in front of me God used that to show me we are not guaranteed of ANYTHING or ANYMORE TIME. If you haven't done so ask the Lord to come into your life, tell him that you believe he died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay for the penalty for your sins, repent from your old ways and turn to Jesus. When you ask Jesus in He will never leave you. You will have heaven in your future, you will be spared from ETERNITY in hell and you will have a peace from the Holy Sprit that Jesus sends to live within you. There is too much at stake to put it off. If you know someone who needs this message please forward it on. Wouldn't it be awful if you could have sent it off today but didn't and something happened to them or to you.
 

If you still think that taking care of your family, building wealth, climbing the corporate ladder and acquiring things is more important than accepting Jesus then pray right now that the Lord would change your heart. If you have made that decision make it a point to focus on sharing the only security in this life with others, the security of Jesus Christ.
Have a great weekend and pray.
Take Care,
Brad
