"Pain"
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 “To keep be from being conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. There times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”
 

Two days this past week I was in bed with migraine headaches. To make matters worse I was out of town. When I get these headaches there is not enough medication to ease the pain. I will lie for hours on the bed with my fingers pushing into my eyes trying to ease the pain and I will sometimes fall asleep like that. This particular headache lasted for over 60 hours. I had people praying for me, I prayed, my wife and children prayed and it still kept going on. WHY? I will tell you why.
 

Many years ago I used to think that I was the master of my destiny. I was the one who was responsible for the success and talents in my life. When I accepted the Lord as my Savior on November 29, 1992 my life started a drastic turnaround. Instead of I, I ,I ,me, me ,me  it became us. God started a good work in me because I ALLOWED him to come in and take control. I thank the Lord for my headaches because they have kept me humble. When I get going to fast, when I maybe start going down a wrong road of self centeredness I usually get one of these where nothing else matters. I get knocked down a few pegs and realize that without God I am nothing. I have had these headaches for over 25 years and have pleaded with the Lord at least one hundred times for him to take them away and he has chosen not to. I hate the pain they cause me but God’s grace is sufficient because the Lord’s power is made perfect in my weakness.
 

My life goes along much better when I rely upon the Lord instead of what I think are my own crafty abilities. Remember, all you and I have has been given to us by the lord. He can give and he can take away. What pain are you going through right now? It may be physical or mental, each as tough as the other. Use this time to reflect on God’s grace and power. What may God be trying to teach you? You may even know it but haven’t yielded to it yet? The sooner we can yield the sooner we can lead a life that is a lot less stressful. Why? Because when the ups and downs of life come we will know that God is in control and we can take heart that He will be the victor, all we have to do is hang on for the ride. It’s when we get impatient and try to grab the steering wheel ourselves that we get into trouble.
 

Pain can lead us to a place where we never thought we could go. The next time pain comes into your life, use it as a time to reflect on God’s Grace and our weakness. The more proud we are the more obstacles we have put in the Lords path.
 

Remember verse 9 “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
 

We can’t be perfect so stop that cycle and turn over EVERYTHING you have to Jesus.
 

Have a great day.
Brad
