“Our Marching Orders”

When anyone goes into battle they have a plan directed from the top of the command. The General, to the CEO to the housewife has a plan for the day. It is a way to get things done in a precise way. Even though plans are laid out, very seldom do things go as planned. Life takes wicked turns, business goes up and down without any rime or reason and the household can turn to utter chaos in an instant. But if we have a goal directed by the Lord we can focus on that goal and ask guidance from the Lord to get us there.

Colossians 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow or deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”

These are part of our marching orders from Jesus. Each day is new, a fresh start. Some of us never really view it as a new day because some guilt is holding us back in the past. 

Let me ask you two questions. 

1. Have you come to the point in your spiritual life where you would know for certain that if you were to die today that you would go to heaven? 
2. If you were to die today and stand before God and he were to say to you, “Why should I let you in?”  What would you say? 
As a doctor asks a patient where it hurts, these two questions help diagnose your spiritual health. In asking people the first question most people believe that they will go to heaven. BUT the second question for the most part, I get given the wrong answer. Most people will say, I have been a good person, I have tried to do the right thing, I have been a good parent, I have given to the poor, I have gone to church, I have taught Sunday school or because I have been baptized. If this is your answer then God would not let you in. No matter how nice you have been to others or what you have done DOES NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN, and you would end up being sent away to spend eternity in hell.

Ephesians 2:8,9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”

If we could get to heaven by doing good works then Jesus died a horrible death on the cross for nothing. The acrostic for Grace is

G
Gods

R
Riches

A
At

C
Christ’s

E
Expense

Heaven is a free gift that CANNOT BE EARNED or is deserved.  Romans 3:23 says that we are all sinners. Since sin is not allowed into heaven and since we all have sin we have a problem, don’t we? Jesus Christ came to this earth, led a sinless life, died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for your and my sins. Then whoever truly believes in him by faith, then and only then will they inherit eternal life. 

The Lord has given us a free will so when we say we love the Lord He knows that is not contrived. BUT with a free will we can choose to obey the things of this world which seem natural or we can obey Jesus by faith and learn not to be held captive by the things of this world. Most of us have been in bondage so long from the evil one that we don’t know where to start. The first start is by asking Jesus into you life to forgive you of your sins, acknowledging who he is and what he did. Then ask Jesus to come in and take control of your life. When you do that by faith you are a new creation. The Lord sends His Holy Spirit to live within you and that can never be taken away. Just think, when you make that decision, in an instant Jesus now lives within you.

So why don’t more people do this?



Either

1. They haven’t heard the gospel of Jesus spoken to them or

2. They still want to live a worldly life.

As it says above in Colossians most of us in the world are held captive today by the evil one. We trust in ourselves, we let the evil one get a foot hold in our life by the way we think and the ungodly decisions we make. Satan doesn’t want you to be an effective witness. If you have made that decision to trust Jesus Christ then the evil one has lost you for eternity. But now he is mad and will try to do everything in his power to make you ineffective, he may tempt you, put roadblocks in your path, try to trip you up and try to ruin your testimony.

DON’T LET HIM DO IT.

1 John 4:4 “…because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

AMEN!!!!!!!! The Holy Spirit of Jesus living in all believers is far greater than Satan. When Jesus conquered death, Satan was once and for all time defeated. We cannot defeat Satan in our own strength but WE CAN with the help of Jesus. 

Our marching orders are to go out and love our neighbor as ourselves and to share the gospel with as many people as we know. Satan will try to trip you up, try to get your discouraged, try to give you health problems and family and business problems BUT remember, He that is in you is greater than he who is in this world.

Have a great week and stand bold out there behind the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Take Care

Brad

