Obeying God

Exodus 20:19 "God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning."
 

God does not tempt us, the evil one does that, but God does test us. What keeps us or what allows us to sin? 
 

Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."
 

Since we all sin, we need to find a way to not only keep sin to a minimum but try to minimize the severity of our sin. Thinking bad thoughts are sin and acting them out is also sin but the greater of the two is acting them out. Not only do you hurt yourself but you hurt others in the process.
Some men may say " I can look but I don't touch." The problem is this is just the beginning, the match has been lit and the next step is in motion. All pornography and affairs start with a look.
If Jesus was sitting with you do you think al lot of this would happen? I don't think so. The key is, Jesus is with us. 
 

We all sin but the severity of our sin is directly related to the discipline we have when it relates to how we view the Lord. When I was young if I did something bad, I would get the dog leash. After a number of times I quit doing what got me the leash. Somehow in our world today a lot of us don't think God is looking. We also don't think that we will suffer consequences for our sin. Some may say "God will forgive my sin". That is true when we come to him with a repentant heart but what damage has already been done. Has pornography destroyed your marriage, has deceitful talk destroyed a friendship, has a look turned into more than a look?
Our country has lost a healthy fear of God. We are living just like we did in the days of Sodom and Gomorrah. The good news is that there are many people turning to Jesus for Salvation. Our society is starting to understand that possessions and security in self are not the answer to happiness. Sales of the bible were up dramatically after September 11. A few months later they had dropped back down to normal. We easily forget about what is important.
Do you have a healthy fear of God as a loving father or have you forgotten that there are consequences to EVERYTHING we do? Oh, it may not come right away but it may come 20 years down the line when you least expect it. As Jonah tried to run away from God, the story shows no matter where we go, we can't escape God's reach. Fortunately for us, this is the case. 
In order for us to live a Godly life we need to treat God with reverence, not some order taker in the heavens that is there to help us.
Jesus in Matthew Chapter 6:9-13 tells us how to pray. In the first verse Jesus doesn't say to first ask for things, security, for good health, for happiness. Jesus first says in Verse 9 "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,"
I have been convicted of this one. We are to come to the Lord with a reverent, respectful heart, acknowledging who God is. God already knows what we want before we ask him. I need to understand that when you and I call out to God that you and I are talking to the creator of the universe. That is powerful.
The next time you are tempted to do something wrong, REMEMBER God is watching what your decision will be. Once you make that decision you will have to live with it. God's grace covers over our sin but remember there are consequences.
Pray that we would all LEARN to have a healthy fear of the Lord and one at a time our world will be changed.

Have a great day.

Brad
