OBEDIENCE

In the last lesson, I had talked about the book of Joshua when the priests stepped into the Jordan by faith and the water stopped running. Today I want to talk about the battle of Jericho. I have written about this in the past but I think it is important enough to write about again.

Most of us do things that seem right, that seem ok to do because we have done them before or have seen someone else do it before. Faith is doing things unseen rather than seen. It is not faith to act on what you already know in a worldly sense.

Let me put this picture into your mind about the battle of Jericho. If I was going to do battle against this adversary I would want more men than were inside guarding it. I would have those catapults with burning tar to throw over the walls and battering rams used from every side. I would dig tunnels and come up in the middle of the compound and really overpower them. OK, I have seen too many movies from Rambo to Stalag 13. But that is what I have seen work in the movies so it should work in real life! But this is not faith. All of a sudden the Lord speaks to Joshua and says:

Joshua 3:5 “March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priest carry trumpets of ram’s horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout, then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.”

Yea, right! I would be thinking if I take this story back to my fighting men what are they going to say? What are a bunch of guys in trumpets going to do? A loud shout! How about a loud bomb! I’m sure there were some of these men looking at each other thinking “Are you kidding”. I’m not going first. I’m hiding amongst the masses. I’m not blowing a trumpet. They will laugh us out of town and then come out and destroy us. But that would be me.

But Joshua BELIEVED God and had faith. Whether you know it or not God speaks to you. Probably not an audible voice from heaven but that feeling you get in your spirit where you know what you should do. When most of us get this feeling we may say “I don’t think so”, “They would never go for that”, “I would be ridiculed and put to shame”, or “You don’t know these people”.

Obedience to God is stepping out by faith and doing what might no seem possible in not only our eyes but also the world’s eyes. You may be having troubles at work or in your marriage or with one of your children. The logical thing might be to strike back with an abrasive attitude. The illogical part would be to pray for them and have God work in their heart. God’s word and God are perfect. If we were to not only listen to God but be obedient to God our life would go a lot smoother. Joshua could have tried methods used in the past but he chose to do what God asked him even though it probably sounded ridiculous. “How can we defeat people without force?” This is the same in our everyday life. How can we get through to our children, spouses, co workers with love and prayer? “Shouldn’t I show them who is boss?” First of all God is the boss and the more we go to him first for answers the more we will get things right.

You are probably already in the thick of things today as each day has its own issues. Are you going to handle things the way you have in the past by what you know or are you going to pray for God’s wisdom to handle those issues? More importantly if God tells you to do something that you may feel won’t work are you going to try it because God asked you to? This world will always be full of trials but start today by seeking the one who not only knows what’s ahead but also knows EVERYTHING.

Have a great day and quit trying to do it all alone.

Take Care, Brad

