"Now What"
After a four hour session with the doctors yesterday the doctors told us there is a good chance that our 4 year old son Chase may be Autistic.
 

Autism -
 

"condition disturbing perceptions and relationships: a disturbance in psychological development in which use of language, reaction to stimuli, interpretation of the world, and the formation of relationships are not fully established and follow unusual patterns"
 

If you were to put Chase in with other 4 year olds and watch him he would be like any other boy. When he speaks you would definitely see a delay. On the other hand he does understand commands, can work the computer, TV and VCR better than me at almost light speed. 
The concerns are the way he takes in commands. His vocabulary may be 150 words. The problem is he doesn't use sentences. He asks for juice or milk and does a lot of normal things and some abnormal like doing a back flip off the couch. I told Julie he would definitely be able to try out for the circus.
When your kids hurt you hurt. Since the beginning of time when Adam and Eve had Cain and Able they had the same worries as we do today. We need to be thankful that we have two healthy boys. Whatever the Lord can do with Chase is up to the Lord.
 

I said to the doctor yesterday that at times he focuses so much on something that it's hard to get through to him. I'm reminded of the times when a good golf match is on TV and Julie may have to finally scream at me after several polite attempts to get my attention have failed. It may come from my side!
The Lord gave us Bryce and Chase as PERFECT children. Perfect is what the Lord determines, not what we determine. God does not make any mistakes.
Julie has the toughest job because Chase is definitely high maintenance. Please pray for her because she doesn't get much rest during the day. We love Chase so much that we would rather have Chase with WHATEVER he has than no Chase at all.
Julie said to me last night, "Aren't you worried just a little?" We have been praying about this and we have been asking for the Lord's peace and to tell you the truth I'm not worried about this. I also have to be very careful to not be like an Ostrich and at the sign of trouble put my head in the sand and run from the problem like it doesn't exist.
I have to say that writing to you each morning from the words of the Lord not only encourages me but I feel that all of you are part of our family. I can share with you and I know that you will pray for us and some of you have already offered to help baby-sit, let Julie and I get out and a host of other things. This is the body of Christ working in a wonderful way.
There are many children out there with very severe handicaps. We have a brief glimpse into what this must be like. That is why:
 

"Whoever gets to heaven first wins."
 

This life will be full of trials, sorrow, pain, joy and a whole array of emotions. We are here on earth for two reasons.
 

1. To come to a Saving knowledge of Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life.
2. To share the gospel with as many other people as possible.
 

That's it!
 

Whatever else we do is inconsequential. Now sharing the gospel is more than just scripture passages. It is getting to know that person whether it be a son or daughter or a co worker or perfect stranger. It means loving them with Christ's love to no matter what the affliction. Sharing the Gospel is a lifestyle.
 

Chase has taught me a lot already. He has taught me to start living in the moment. He has taught me patience ( I still have a way to go here), he has taught me joy (more to learn here) but more importantly Chase has taught me that
 

God is in control!
 

God is in control and no matter how much I try to buck the system, get second, third and fourth opinions the Lord's Will, Will be done. I can take great comfort in that when I rely upon Him and not my own self. The Lord loves Chase so much more than Julie and I ever could. You know what, that's good enough for me. Chase, Julie, Bryce and I will get though this with your faithful prayers and Chase will show us more by being Chase than we could ever imagine.
Have a great week and thank you for being our friends.
Best regards,
Brad
