"Not the Dog Leash"
Mark 12:30   "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind and with all your strength."
 

When God Commands us to do something we better listen and we better act. Do you fear the Lord? Let me talk a little bit about fear because if we do not have a healthy fear of the Lord we will be in serious trouble.
When I was a young boy I would do almost anything to get my own way. Fortunately for me the Lord not only sent me a loving mother and father but a strong disciplinarian in my dad. The Lord knew my dad would die by the time I was 13 so the instruction needed to be there before he died.
If I told a lie or got bad grades I would probably have to go to my room and THINK about it. If I talked back or showed disrespect I would get the dog leash. If I had a poor attitude and didn't listen I would get the dog leash. I think I got the dog leash more than the dog. Looking back I'm so thankful for that dog leash. The dog leash gave me a set of parameters. If I got outside those parameters out came the leash. Not every time the leash came out would I get it, but when my dad would take it off the back door I can tell you my full attention was on him.
As I struggled later on in my life and was led astray by my evil desires, I used to think often about that dog leash. I would think that it was sitting idle and no longer to be used again. How wrong I was. Instead of my dad having the dog leash now the Lord had it.
 

Proverbs 23:13 "Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die."
 

Now die does mean that he won't die but of course discipline needs to be tempered. The real meaning of this word die is for salvation.
 

Proverbs 1:7 "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline."
 

The dog leash GOT MY FULL ATTENTION!
 

Some of you may say, that is too harsh. Let me ask you, what is better, to live a life here on earth without much discipline and go to hell or to be disciplined here on earth, learn to fear the Lord and end up in heaven for eternity. The choice is yours. Do you have a dog leash in your life? How do you view Jesus? If you view Jesus as a loving God without viewing Him as a just God then you are in serious trouble.
There are people in our world today that preach "God is love", they leave the other part out that "God is just and will punish sin." Punishment in this world is for those that the Lord loves. God doesn't want us to fall into greed, perversion, idolatry and a host of other sins. If you knew that God would punish you for your sins (which he does) wouldn't you watch what you say and do?
When God asks you and me to love him with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength we had better listen to Him. If we can do this then we won't be thinking of things that are beyond our reach that could get us into trouble. When we seek the Lord FIRST then we are on the right path. When we go out on a limb and then ask God to help us back in then that is when we get into trouble.
Now that most of us are older and we don't have parents that give us the dog leash anymore how are you and I viewing God? I would pray that you would see God for the loving God he is but I would pray even more that you would see how just God is.
When temptation comes, run, run, run. The Lord ALWAYS leaves us an out. When we can focus on Jesus, who is never wavering, our lives will be so much fuller in peace and in His grace.
That dog leash was green and I thank my Mom and Dad and I thank the Lord for those bouts of discipline. That dog leash was one part of God's plan for me to get to heaven. 
Have a great day.
