"No Way"
Yesterday Julie and I had quite an experience in the doctor’s office. We had both of our boys go for their annual checkup and SHOTS. Chase is 3 and Bryce is 6. Chase has been a little slow in talking so that had concerned us. The doctor asked us a number of questions but at the end the he said Chase was OK and that he would talk in sentences when he was ready. He asked us how his motor skills were. The doctor was sitting on one side of the room and chase was on the other side. As he said this Chase threw a ball over his shoulder and it landed in the doctors pocket. He crossed off "OK for motor skills". On the other hand Bryce had to get three shots. As soon as the nurse came in Bryce said "No Way" and climbed under a chair. He went for deep cover. I had to get him and hold onto him as tight as I could while he got the shots. He let out quite a scream but eventually the shots were done and the Henry family was on our way home to the relief of the office staff.
As I looked at Bryce going under the chair I realized that at times (OK most of the time), when God wants me to go through something, I run for deep cover. I continue to forget that pain is sometimes needed to refine and protect us. For Bryce, the short period of pain far outweighed the consequences of the problems if he didn't get the shots. 
As I look back on my life, I ran from God for 38 years. I'm so fortunate that God never stopped chasing me. If you aren't saved he is chasing you the same way.
 

2 Peter 3:9 "...He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
 

The Lord doesn't want anyone to go to hell but there will always be those who run for cover and turn away from God. What is repentance? Jesus talks a lot about this. In a sense repentance means to turn from what you are doing now and start doing the things that the lord wants you to do. In a sense we are turning from evil. BUT, true repentance is being a humble servant for the Lord knowing that we are sinners and that we need Jesus. The more comfortable we are here on earth the tougher it is to repent.
 

Luke 13:3 "I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."
 

Repentance is the cornerstone of giving your life over to Jesus. There are many people who acknowledge intellectually who Jesus is. They may believe that Jesus lived and he died and they may have even come forward to an alter in a church or have been baptized. BUT unless you and I repent then we will not enter heaven. We are all sinners and we need to humble ourselves. Humbling ourselves is a very difficult task. It took 38 years of my life with God allowing a lot of trials to come into my life before I said "OK that's it, I can't do it anymore on my own. Please forgive me for what I have done and the way I have tried to do things." Many times I would say to God "NO WAY", I'm thankful God never gave up on me.
In Luke 16:19-31 Jesus gives us a good glimpse of what hell is like. After reading this, not only do we want to be saved but this passage makes us want to go out and share with as many people as possible the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
 

Are you still in the process of saying "NO WAY"? Having a repentant heart is something between you and the Lord. Remember, Jesus could have come to this earth, been a King and have been served. BUT, Jesus came to this earth to serve and to die a horrible death so that whoever believes in him will be saved. The next time PRIDE boils up in us let us not say NO WAY to repentance. Let us realize who is in control (it's not us) and repent. We can do this through prayer and just being open with God. Forget about the THINGS of this world that so easily distract us and concentrate on Jesus.
Encourage someone in the faith today. Today may be the only chance you have.
Take Care,
Brad
