"Mothers Day"
Matthew 19:19 "Honor your father and mother,......"
 

What does it mean to honor? 
 

Honor - "To dignify; to raise to distinction or notice; to bestow honor upon; to elevate in rank or station; to ennoble; to exalt; to glorify; hence, to do something to honor; to treat in a complimentary manner or with civility."

 

My mother and I have had our differences but if she ever needed me I would be there. The older I get I understand more the toughness of being a mother. It is a 24/7 job that is at times almost unbearable mixed with times of absolute joy. I don't give my mom enough credit for what she has done for me. A lot of the time I focus on what I think are her faults instead of looking at what she has done for me. To tell you the truth it would take pages and pages for me to write about the good things my mother has done for my brother and me. 
My mother was orphaned at a young age and then my dad died at the age of 34. She became very protective of us and that caused some strife in our relationship. I wanted to go, go, go as I do today and I couldn't understand where she was coming from. Now that Julie and I have two wonderful boys I now can comprehend her apprehension.
There are many times we don't treat our mothers with civility, or raise them to the status they deserve. It's almost like we know more. Ever been there?? 
Without your mother you wouldn't be her on this earth. There is a special bond between a mother and a child no matter how young or how old you or your mother is. 
When we have children we are not given a manual on how to raise them. I remember when our first son Bryce was born, it was time to leave the hospital and I thought "Are we really able to take him out of here without a doctor or nurse. I don't know what we are doing." But through the Lords guidance it seems that we all find a way. 
There are many times your mother has gotten up with you in the middle of the night to help you with sickness, a high fever or a bad nightmare. This same love and concern that they had when we were young is still there today. The bad part is most of us forget those sleepless nights our mothers put in and we somehow concentrate on what we think they did poorly in raising us.
Our mothers didn't have a manual either. They did the best job they had with the resources they were given. If your relationship is strained with your mother make this the Mothers day to make things right.
Jesus thought so much of honoring our father and mother that he put it in as one of the Ten Commandments. I think a deeper meaning to this is obedience in honor. The Lord gave us the perfect mother and father. God doesn't make mistakes. Have you ever thought, "Oh I wish they had been my parents, they look like so much fun and are so loving?" Don't even go there. God gave you the perfect mother and father and we need to honor them because that is what God has called us to do. 
This Mothers day pick up the phone and "Honor" your mother. Say things that encourage and lift her up. Thank her for those sleeplessness nights. You may not remember them but I'm sure she does. If there is strain between you God can heal, just pray and make sure that you make an effort to make things right no matter what the past may have held.
Jesus died a horrible death so that whoever believes in him may inherit eternal life. All we have to do is believe in him. Since he gave us this awesome gift shouldn't we obey what he wants us to do? Remember, he forgave us when we were deep in sin. Shouldn't we forgive those who we feel may have wronged us or didn't do the right thing?
For all you mothers out there, Happy Mothers Day. Men , make it a day that you honor your wife and mother and pray that the Lord would give you the strength to be a servant, doing everything EXPECTING NOTHING in return.
Have a great weekend.
