"Moses Mistake"
Numbers 20:12  "But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I gave the."
 

What did Moses do to deserve this? Wasn't he the one that brought the Israelites out of Egypt? Wasn't he the one who spent 40 days on Mount Sinai with God? Wasn't he the one who God gave the 10 commandments to? What did Moses do?
 

The Israelites had been grumbling while in the desert, probably much like you and I would. First they didn't have food so the Lord sent them manna. Then they wanted meat and God sent quail, so much so that:
 

Numbers 11:31 "Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail in from the sea. It brought them down all around the camp to about 3 feet above the ground, as far as a day's walk in any direction."
 

So again, what did Moses do? The Israelites were grumbling because they didn't have water. Aaron and Moses went and met with the Lord and told Him their predicament.
 

Numbers 20:7,8 "The Lord said to Moses, "Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water...."
 

Numbers 20:11 "Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.
 

So what was wrong with what Moses did?
 

Numbers 20:12 "But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I gave them."
 

I used to look at this passage and thought that God was unfair. Moses did a lot for the Lord. But the more I read and re read the more I realized that I had it the other way around. Moses didn't do a lot for God; God did a lot for Moses.
 

Here are some of the things that Moses saw God do:
 

1. Saw the angel of the Lord in a burning bush
2. Turn a staff into a snake and a snake back into a staff.
3. Turned water into blood.
4. Was witness to eight plagues
5. Saw the Lord part the Red Sea
6. Spent 40 days and forty nights with the Lord on Mount Sinai
 

There is something in our society today that we seem to forget. We think of God as a loving God but a lot of times we don't see God as a just God. Since God is perfect EVERYTHING has to be in order, including justice. When each of us are born our destination is hell. If we do not accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life before we take our last breath then that will be our final destination. 
 

God expects respect. We have it so easy in this world that we can become too comfortable here and then we become attached to the things of this world. Moses should have spoken to the rock instead of not only hitting it once but twice. He disobeyed the Lord and not only that but in front of others who may not have had the faith Moses did. 
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS LIFE?
 

To come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord and then to share the gospel with as may others as possible. After that, nothing else matters. Don't feel sorry for Moses, he didn't get to come into the Promised Land but now he is in heaven. What is better?
 

You and I could be living the same way. I want a new house, a new boat, a new car, a new............, I want, I want, I want. God knows our hearts; he wants us to know our hearts. You may do all the things that are right before the Lord and you may still not get what you want or you think you deserve. But if you have the Holy Spirit then you have heaven in your future so it doesn't matter what you get here on earth.
 

Let’s change our perspective from the temporal to the eternal. What are you viewing in this life that is more important than getting to heaven? If you are holding onto anything here more than wanting to be with Jesus today, except for furtherance of the kingdom then you have to change your priorities. Pray today that the Lord would give you a tender, humble, servant heart that looks out for others more than ourselves.
Have a great week.
Brad
