Missed Opportunities

I was on a long bike ride over the weekend training for the Ironman in July. I had gone approximately 42 miles on an 85 mile ride and needed more to drink. Up to this point I had already used a half can of HALT on a nasty dog, been whistled at by 2 men in a pickup and battled headwinds to the pinot where I wondered “What am I doing?” I crested this hill and this man in his his 70’s was picking up something by the road. I stopped and asked him how far the next convenience store was. He said only a half mile up the road. “Thank you Jesus?” I told him I needed more fuel. He looked at me, looked at the bike, looked at me and then looked at the bike again and said “Does that thing take gas?” I said “No I need fuel; I’m running out of gas.” He said what are you doing way the _______out here. I told him I was training for an Ironman which he had no clue what one was. He was too preoccupied with little bits of insulation that someone had thrown on his property and he was trying to rake it up. He kept asking me questions and he really wanted to talk. I on the other hand am training for an Ironman. Training, training, training, and more training. You would think I was trying out for the Olympics. BUT right in front of me was a man who was more important than any Ironman or Olympics. I was worried that my legs might not hold up if I talked to him much further and I needed to get back home. Now I was looking for a way to get out of the conversation and move on instead of listening to a man who wanted to talk. God had put him in my path. Was he a believer? I don’t know I didn’t take the time to find out. Off I went down the road, found the convenience store got refueled and headed home all the while thinking of this man.

To be like Jesus is to be more others centered instead of self centered. Right then and there I was self centered, thinking about me, not the eternal consequences of a man. You see, no matter how much training I do if God wants me to complete this race I will, if he doesn’t I won’t. It is ultimately up to the Lord. Since that is the case I put my faith in the wrong place; myself. I’m not saying I would have said “Jesus loves you, you are a sinner and you need to repent within five minutes. What I should have done was gotten off my bike helped him clean up the yard, maybe had some ice tea with him and then shared the gospel. I missed an opportunity not only to share the gospel but to get to know a man because of my being self centered.

How many times when you are at work, home or play do you feel in such a rush that you don’t have time to get to know someone? Most of ask someone “How are you doing?” hoping no one will really take the time to tell us! Why? Because we don’t think we have time to listen. What we are really thinking is “what I have to do is more important than what you have to do.”

Philippians 2:3-5 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only look to your own interests but also to the interest of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”

I have a lot to learn. Don’t let work, sports, or hobbies get in the way of what is eternally important. That is sharing the gospel and love of Jesus with as many people as you know WHENEVER the opportunity arises. It amazes me how quick people forget about someone when they die. Oh, they are so important when they are alive BUT life goes on just as easily without them. What matters is the soul. First of all do you know for sure where you would go if you were to die today? If not then you need to ask Jesus for forgiveness of your sins, acknowledge that he died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for your sins, ask him to come in and take control of your life and help you lead a life that is pleasing to him. If you say this and mean it from your heart you will be saved for eternity. Once you are saved then you can minister to others with the power of the Holy Spirit who will give you the words to say and who will put people in your path to share with.

I’m going to need to take another can of halt, spray those dogs and try to find that man again. I’ll pray that the Lord would give me another chance to stop and sit a bit with this man and be able to talk about Jesus. Whether you have a big deal on the table, cash flow problems or just frantic about life

THERE IS NOTHING MORE IMPORTAN THAN SHATRING THE GOSPEL AND LOVING THE LORD.

God created the whole universe in a spoken word.  Don’t you think he can turn on the faucet of deals, money and take away all problems that we think are significant when 

WE TRULY TRUST IN HIM.

Pray today that we would all pray and believe instead of pray and doubt. Pray also that we would STOP and minister to others instead do thinking that we are all that! The Lord isn’t interested so much in what you have to do as how you do it. Are you a light in a dark world or are you in the world waiting to turn the light switch on? Stop waiting, the time is now.

Have a great day.

Brad

