Lost

Our six year old son Chase and I were at a resort last week in the mountains. Chase was running in all directions, as always. As I was talking with the man at the front desk I had to take my eyes off of Chase for just a few moments. I looked back and “No Chase”. I ran outside and nothing out front. I ran back behind the cabin and there was at least a 100 foot drop off into a deep lake. Those types of lakes where the water is brown for a few feet then black where it drops off who knows how far. There were waterfalls all around. I called and called for Chase but no answer. I was horrified. How could I have turned my back on him? I called the police and they didn’t seem too interested. I was running through the woods and open fields but no one seemed to care. I could not bear to lose him and I started to weep, crying out his name. It was like I was in the worst nightmare ever. THEN, the alarm went off. It was a nightmare. Chase was in the other room fast asleep. Boy, did I give him a hug that morning.

I want to tell you something very important. Jesus searches for you the same way.

Matthew 18:12-14 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if He finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-none that did not wander off. In the same way your father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”

This does not mean the man does not care for the other sheep. He knows the other sheep are secure but hates to have one who is lost.

In the same way Jesus is distraught over any of you who are lost, who have not accepted him as Savior and Lord of their lives. Since the Lord has given each of us a free will it is up to us to make the final step, Jesus does not want us to love him because we have to like a robot. Jesus wants us to love him because we desire to love Him.

Are you one of the lost? Has the Lord been tugging at you heart? Have you felt that something has been missing but you don’t know what it is? 

“The Hound of Heaven” from Francis Thompson talks about Jesus as the hound searching, running, going in ever crevice to find you. If you have been running and don’t know why you’re running make today the day you STOP. Now you know who has been chasing you. Below is an excerpt from the poem “The Hound Of heaven”.

	I FLED Him, down the nights and down the days;
	

	  I fled Him, down the arches of the years;
	

	I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways
	

	    Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears
	

	I hid from Him, and under running laughter.
	       

	      Up vistaed hopes I sped;
	

	      And shot, precipitated,
	

	Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears,
	

	  From those strong Feet that followed, followed after.
	

	      But with unhurrying chase,
	      0

	      And unperturbèd pace,
	

	Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,
	

	      They beat—and a Voice beat
	

	      More instant than the Feet—
	

	‘All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.’


	


Make today the day that you stop fleeing. The Lord desires that none of us should be lost. Where are you on this journey? If your life has been crumbling beneath you, if you have searched after worthless idols, if you have run the other way from God, God understands. Since God understands don’t feel guilty but feel love for the ONLY one who can save us from hell. If you will confess to Jesus for forgiveness of your sins, acknowledge that he died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for you sins, ask Him into your life and turn from the things you used to do to the things of God THEN you will be free to enjoy this life and life eternal. 

UNTIL THEN THE LORD WILL BE TUGGING AT YOUR HEART. As a fox has no rest when the hound approaches, you will have no rest until you turn you life over to Jesus. Jesus will find you, the key is will you make that decision before it is too late.

Lost! None of us are lost. We may not know where we are but Jesus does. Trust in him and Him alone.

Have a great day.

Brad

