"Losing The Battle, Winning The War"

There have been things lately that have come up in the course of doing business. People have said things that have not been true in order to further their own agenda. If I were to stand up and try to make things right or be just as bad I might win in this one instance but I would be loosing something far greater.
There was a book written, "Through Gates of Splendor" by Elisabeth Elliot. Her husband and a few other men went to Ecuador to minister to the Auca Tribe. For many months they made small strides in trying to get to know them without being overbearing. They gave them gifts and felt that they were making progress. One evening they decided to camp on a river just outside the Auca's Camp. Each day they were to call in to the main camp and they would say they were all right and give an accounting of the days work. One day at the appointed time the call never came through. The American missionary men who were camping on the river bed were met with spears instead of gifts from the men of the Auca Tribe. Instead of defending themselves they chose to leave it up to God. The Auca's killed all of the men and they lay in the river until a search party found them. 
The view of the missionaries was if I kill a man to save my life, then they will surely be in hell. If I give my life up they still may have a chance of being saved. Years later most of the Auca tribe came to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of their lives. Elisabeth Elliott later met the ring leader who orchestrated the killing and he came to know Jesus. ONLY through the power of the Holy Spirit was He saved and reconciliation allowed.

The men could have fought and won the battle but the Auca's would have spent eternity in hell. These men gave up their lives because they knew that this life is ONLY TEMPORARY. Our real life starts the minute we take our last breath.
 
2 Corinthians 5:16 "So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view."
 
We need to regard everyone from and eternal point of view. We may have money in the bank, a helicopter, a beautiful home and family BUT when we take our last breath we will be naked before the Lord. We will not be able to hide behind any of our trappings. Jesus will view Warren Buffet and Bill Gates the same as the homeless person on the street. The only thing that will matter is if their names have been written in the Lambs Book of Life. Have they accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord of their life?
If you and I fight back in a worldly point of view we may lose the chance at a later time to share the gospel with them. When you are a Christian there needs to be a difference in your life. Is there a difference in your life? Are you able to hold back your emotions for the present to have a chance later to help for the eternal?
Let us all pray that we would not get caught up in the things of this world and pray that we would live by faith and not by sight.
Have a great day.
Brad
