"Lord, Are You There?"
I have been sending out the daily devotional now for over 3 years. I love to write about what the Lord has given me to say. Each morning I get up and pray, get my coffee, read the bible, then write the lesson. I say this for a very important reason. 
This morning I got up, started my coffee and started to pray. I have a place by the couch I always go to in the morning where it is quiet, dark and comfortable. This morning was different. For whatever reason when I got down on my knees to pray I sensed that God was no where to be found. My emotion or lack thereof had turned from a genuine prayer to a rote prayer. At that point I knew I was in trouble. I had drifted to a dangerous flow in the tide. 
I stopped all my rote praying and  said, "Lord, I want to know you again, I want to feel close to you, let me know you are there, more than anything on this earth I need you. I want to know how to pray" You know what, nothing happened. OK let’s try this again,
I then asked God to forgive my sins which I hadn't done in some time. I realized my thought life and a lot of other things in my life had gotten out of focus. I realized that I needed to focus on the Lord not the outside things of this world that can so easily distract us from what's important. When I stared to do that I started to feel some peace come into my spirit. I don't know, but I was waiting for God to speak to me in an audible tone, that it was OK. You see, God is always by my side and your side even though we may drift. After much prayer and asking God to talk to me I thanked him for his truth and started reading the lesson for today.
I opened by bible to Colossians and in parentheses I had written down "How to Pray". There was the Lord speaking to me. All of a sudden my joy was complete. I asked the Lord to help me to pray and within five minutes I had the answer. Over the past few weeks I have been running around doing a lot of things. The problem was I had been praying as something to do, not something to cherish. A rote prayer is a prayer each morning saying the same things for the same people. While this is not bad we first need to look at what Jesus says in how we should pray.
 

Matthew 6:9-13     "This then is how you should pray:
 

Our Father in Heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
as we have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one."
 

THIS IS HOW JESUS TELLS US TO PRAY!
 

So when we pray our priority should be instead of running to pray just to pray, we need to start by acknowledging who God is. Just think, we are about to talk to the creator of the universe. This in itself is worth stopping everything we are doing and only concentrate on Him.
In everything that we do ask God that we would be in His will. That the things we do and say would be pleasing to Him.
Then we should ask for our daily provisions of which God already knows what we need. This could be praying for the sickness of a friend to looking for a job.
We then ask God to forgive our sins so they don't become a stumbling block between the Lord and us. We also need to forgive ANYONE who wants to or has done us harm. Let the Lord deal with that.
Then we need to ask the Lord to bind the evil one from our lives so that we don't fall into temptation. Ask the Lord to put a hedge of protection around you and your family. Pray that you would think of what's pure, righteous and true, not what is evil, perverted and wrong.
 

The Lord's Prayer is one that we need to model. Does it have to be the same way all the time? No, but this is a good starting point. Some prayers it would be good to just be still and know that God is able.
 

I'm thankful that over the years when I have drifted that God has clung to me. If you aren't a believer in Jesus, He is right beside you waiting for you to make the step for you to ask Him into your life. He has given us a free will to ask Him in or keep Him out. Don't let the worries and concerns of this world keep you from making the most important decision of your life. Believers, don't fall into the trap of making your prayer life normal. Shake things up a bit, get to know God in a personal way. We cannot get to know someone by just a few minutes a day or in an hour a day but being distracted thinking of other things while we are praying. Either you want to know Jesus or you don't.
The choice is yours.
