Lets Be A Kid

It was my week to watch three year olds this week at church. As I walked into the class one of the girls came up and gave me a big hug. Sometimes I wish I could be in our Sunday school class but when I see the kids and their hearts I’m glad I spent the time. In training for the Ironman I have decided to cut my own hair with electric clippers. I didn’t have much hair to begin with so not only is it easier to manage but I don’t have to pay what was only a five minute haircut in a salon. One of the three year old boys came over and said “If you drank all your milk your hair would grow!” Another boy chimed in and said, “I drink all my milk too, see how long my hair is!”

The innocence and forgiveness of a child. I could have told them a lot of things and they would have believed it. Why? Because their minds have not yet been tainted by the harsh realities of life, insecurity, status and fame. 

A CHILD LIVES IN THE HERE AND NOW, NOT IN YESTERDAY OR TOMORROW.

Matthew 18; 3 “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Kids are about trust and gullibility. THEY BELIEVE WHAT WE TELL THEM. Do you believe all Jesus says to you in his word or do you believe some of the things but choose to leave other truths behind? Do you believe that Jesus can save you from hell buy accepting him as Savior but then go off and worry about your family, job, status or money? Can you accept Jesus for who he is and live in the here and now or do you need proof like Thomas? 

Are you able to be a kid or are you too much of an adult? I will have to confess that I have a hard time being a kid. Training for this Ironman has gotten me back into more of the child like state. Swimming, running and riding a bike have brought me back to the simplicities of life. On a long bike ride I’m able to drift off and daydream, think about the cows; yes I speak to the horses and cows when I pass them on the road. I even give a mo, mo here and a nah, nah here and then. I did this to a heard of goats the other day and boy did they go scrambling. 

We need to learn to live in the present instead of the past and the future. The past is gone and we are not even guaranteed of this afternoon. Kids forgive so easily so often. We may say a harsh word to our son and then we ask him to forgive us and he will say “No Problem” and goes off on his business. He has actually forgiven and moved on.

HOW MANY TIMES DO WE SAY WE FORGIVE SOMEONE BUT DON’T MOVE ON?

That’s why Jesus wants us to have the mind and heart of a child. If you are trusting in your own strength and not Jesus you will start to see the world full of stress instead of full of grace. Jesus is much bigger than your and my circumstances. Are you too old in the mind to be a kid? You cannot be energetic and effective unless you have a little bit of a kid in you. Jesus wants us to come to him with a childlike heart. One that believes and doesn’t doubt. One that is humble and forgiving. I know 30 year olds that are old and grumpy and 70 years olds that are like kids. One group has chosen to take life too seriously and depend upon themselves. The other group has not taken life too seriously and has trusted Jess, not themselves for the outcome of their lives.

As a child trusts their parents for all their necessities, can you get back to that frame of mind where you trust Jesus, the ultimate Father to take care of your every need.

Maybe you just need to drink more milk!

Have a great day.

Brad 

