LOVE EVERYONE, YEAH RIGHT

I don’t care if you are the most Godly person in the world we all have a sinful nature. It is tough to love those who either hate us or who just give us a hard time, isn’t it?

Romans 12:18 “if it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

This doesn’t say as far as it depends on others, it says as far as it depends on YOU. You see, we can never control other people’s emotions or their feelings for us. Since we have grown up in a performance based world most people’s love or friendship for us is based upon “What have you done for me lately?”  On the other hand there are those where you could spend all your waking hours trying to please them and it still would NOT be enough for them to like you. So how do we love them?

First of all we have to understand that when we were away from God and maybe even hated or disliked God, God STILL LOVED US. He loved us so much that when we were dead in our sins he sent his only Son, Jesus to die a horrible death so that whoever believes in him will have eternal life. Since God loved us first even when we were deep in our sin how much more should we love others? If you are saved by God’s grace then heaven is in your future and that should BE ENOUGH for us to live a joyful life. Just think, heaven is guaranteed to the believer. So then no matter how many people dislike or mistreat you pray that in your heart you can get to the point where it doesn’t matter. Our only concern should be to help others get to heaven and help lead them to Jesus. Don’t let your pride get in the way of helping those who may dislike you. If someone dislikes you and you haven’t done anything to provoke this DON’T WORRY. The issue is not with you but with them. They may be harboring so much jealousy and frustration that they may resent the peace that the Lord gives you. Remember where your strength lies and who protects and restores.

Romans Chapter 11 talks about being grafted into the branches of a tree. The analogy is the root is God and the branches are his offspring. When we are grafted in to the branch we are saved but other branches may have been cut off.

Romans 11:18 “do not boast over those branches. If you do consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.”

I used to drive a hearse as a part time job when I was in college. On this one trip I needed to load up the flowers in the hearse and get them to the cemetery before I went back to get the casket. It was an old country road and I was daydreaming as usual. All of a sudden I missed the dirt road to the right and slammed on the brakes, BIG MISTAKE. All the flowers and arrangements came flying forward along with a tidal wave of water. As I pulled up to the gravesite and got out the back was a mess. I was putting blue carnations on yellow stems and yellow carnations on blue stems, WHAT A MESS. After the funeral those carnations had already begun to die. It wasn’t because they had broken off of the stem. They had been broken off from the root. We can never live when we are apart from the root.

There are other branches all around you but only one root. Don’t worry about the other branches; just be glad you are connected to the root. Since you have the ability to control your own emotions and not the emotions of those around you, be careful not to judge. ONLY WORRY about the relationship between you and God. If you love the Lord will al your heart, soul and mind then you will have the ability with the Lords help to love those who may be at odds with you.

“Love Everyone”, yes you can do that when you focus on Jesus instead of focusing on your circumstances.

Have a great day. Brad

